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N. the vaſt fd of ſpeculation to be 
met with in the chain of human 
events, nothing ſeems more adapted t to 
give employment to a conteinplative' 2 
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K more remarkable example of this, 
; FAG never preſented itſelf to the 
world, than | in the caſe of George Robert 
Fitzgerald, EG. who was lately exe- 
|; pjed 1 in Ireland for Procuring t the mur- 
we: bene Mr. 420 "Dowell. 


handſome perſon, and to be ſurrounded 


s that, could be neceſ- 
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Vet W little, aid . did all theſe | 
advantages, folid and ſubſtantial as they 


were, avail him ! ! Reſtleſs and turbulent 


in his temper; captious and iraſcible i in 


his nature; vindictive and fanguinary 


in his reſentments :—his life, inſtead of | 


being tranquil and fplendid, as it might | 


have been, exhibited. nothing but one 
continued ſcene of troubles and miſ- 
fortunes. It was ſeldom' long together | 
that the general attention, not to fay 


indignation, w was left unrouſed by: ſome | 


act of his, no leſs dif; 6 1 to the 
man of feeling, than hoſtile to the : 
community at large: In ſhort, his hiſ- 


tory forms throughout! a ſeries of ex- : 


ceſſes equally: fingular and extraordi- 
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the Princeſs Amelia, by whom. he $5 
LE: 0 | | 


TEL 


"had iſſus tyro Sen the before-met- 
tioned George Robert, and Charles; the 
latter of whom was always conſidered as 
the favoutite. The property, however, 
bei 8 led, upon the death of the 
father] 1 Rotert came into Po- 
ſeffion of a clear, unitveurtbeted ſtats, 
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year Torty-ſix, and at a very early pe- 
_ riod of life was married to Miſs Co- 
nolly, ſiſter to the Right Honourable 
Thomas Conolly, Member of Parlia- 
ment for the County of Londonderry, 
and Confin-German to his Grace the 
Duke nf Leinſter. With 
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Mr. Fitzgerald received a fortur ne of 
ten thouſand pounds; ; at the ſame time 
his father executed a deed of ſettlement, 
by which he engaged to allow him a 


_ yearly i income of one thouſand pounds; 


_ though it has been aſſerted by his 
friends, chat not a chilling of it was 
ver paid, from the day of aſſignment, | 


| / to the day of his death, which ap- 


e in 22 about thees Ms 0. 
Soon after 43 celebration” of . 
Fuser marriage with "Miſs Ce 5 
nelly, the young couple went abroad. 
For ſome time they reſided the 
Continent; but after an abſence of ten ; 


years ; during which” time Mrs. Fitz- 


en died, "leaving' hilt one GTO 
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only, who is ſill living,” he returned to 


his native country in the year 1775. 
He afterwards married the only daugh- 
ter of Mr. V—gh—n, a * ond 
_ conſiderable property. 


| Mr. Fitagerald, beſide fins ks abe 
to the Earl of Briſtol, and brother- in- 


law to Mr. Conolly, the firſt Com- 


moner in Ireland, was Couſin-German 
to Lord Mulgrave, and nearly related 
to the Counteſs, of. W 
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greater variety of ct With a 
diſpoſition, at once, cruel, barbarous, 
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Into the good . 
with a moſt uncommon 
Facility, and che art of appearing all ; 
gentleneſs and meekneſs itſelf, He had 

the air of what he really. was—a man 
ſhion; but under * wks 


— and eaſuly 
| provoked, he would quarrel upon the 
- occaſion; and, having 
I ceived. an enmity towards 
| another, Was of ot, nate rn pa re- 
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received an injury, to appeaſe his wrath, 
or ſatiate his ſpirit of reſentment. 
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In a word, he was an undutiful ſor, 


a bad brother, and a worſe huſband. 


The perſon he was moſt kind to, or 
who rather experienced none of that 
| ferocity'he ſo conſtitutionally poſſeſſed, 
was his daughter, a moſt accompliſhed 
young lady; for whom he is faid to 
| have” uniformly diſcovered a moſt ten- 


der regard, and never onee to have | 
ne * afſectlon and fondneſs for 
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Self to Mr. Fitzgeral 's 


— abilities, thoſe who beſt knew 
bim report them to have been very 
As far 
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ocrity. Hs: was allowed to aste 
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very large fund of legal ads, 25 


8 and to have been alſo a moſt excellent 


orator. He harangued in Courts of 
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| Inftances, he. ſingly” pleaded » his: 


firſt of characters; and on one OCCa- 


Law, and did his own buſineſs with 
little or no aid: of c counſel. In ſeveral 


le with a force of argument, Rrength : 
1 g and turn of i ingenuit Ws. 
hat wou d have done honour to che 8 


ſion, in particular, in a ſpeech. of three: 

hours, he ſtood forward his own advo- 

cate — a me bar of lawyers; | 
the e g of 1 the learned b 


f bd we good fortune to e we better 
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of them all. 


Nor have his productions, in various 


ſpecies of writing, done any diſgrace 
Nudale, 
g. now Earl. Earlsfort, - and Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of King's Rench 5 
in Ireland, containing about four hun- 
 dred lines, was thought to diſplay a 
more chan ordinary 
and depth of learning, together with 
an excellent turn for aan 0 


and inſeribed to John Scott, 
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Forkey Club; or, 4 true Nurra- 
5 tive of the late Affair between Mr. Fier 
gerald and Mr. W: alker. 
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5 4 Nitagerald, it med had the 
"09 rtune to win the ſum of three 
- thouſand pounds of one Mr. Walker 
tes, which ebunt, N 
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In £ mſcquence. of this, a duel ſome 


: few. days afterwards enſued, and Mr, 

Walker 'eſcaped being hurt, as Mr. 
Fitzgerald ſets forth, by the means of 
| paper-armour under his clothes, which 
| ele a wel- aimed bullet that hit 


him on the arm. Mr. Fitzgerald, ac 


eordingly, ſtill purſued his opponent, 


and ſubmitted the propriety of bis 
condutt to the arbitration of the gen- 


| of the Jockey Club, as a Court 
of Honour. An anfwer to this Ons 


in ier be accuſed the ee of 
many  miſrepreſentations, and treated 


Po 


his charge, of having uſed paper armour, 


with ridicule and contempt. This ; 
drev from Mr. Fitzgerald 4 reply; | 
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written with great ſpirit and pleaſantry; | 
and, upon the whole, he was thought 
_ have, by far, the beſt of the argu- 
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be crime for which Mr. Fitzgerald 


was convicted and-executed, is ſo well - 
| known, that any. thing here on the : 


ſubject would be altogether ſuperfluous, 
and unneceſſary. The nature of the 


offence, and the circumſtances that led 
to it, have long been before the public. | 
* however, be but Juſtice to add, 


that never did a jury do themſelves | 
X more. honour than that by. whoſe ver- 
. diet he was convicted; and which was 
15 grounded on the cleareſt proof that LS 
| auld. r be addueed. Nor can 
00 
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too much pe faid 3 in praiſe of the exe- 


cution of the law that ſo ſpeedily fol- 
| lowed. | It adds a luſtre to the name of 


| Ireland, i and ſhews, that exemplary 


juſtice will have its courſe, however 
high the offender may rank i in peilt of 


fortune, or family connections. „ 


Bf — the enormity of the mur- 
. der, for which Mr. Fitzgerald ſuffered 
. an ignominious death, is ſo great and 
_ *olarh 8. as to make us almoſt forget his 
ot ner erimics, however numerous and 
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That Mr. Fitzgerald poſſeſſed calents, 
mhich, tempered with a due portion of 


humanity, and common Tenſe, would 


have done honour to any perſon, 
has been already admitted; but, like 


too many other young men, he had 
been brought up in the habit of enter- | 


- taining many groſs and erroneous opin- 


Ions, Which, in a great meafure, led 
0 vo the unhappy cataſtrophe of his fate; 


cheriſhed in chem, 
Der fie? giddy and profligate 


comp al ane of his earlier 6 ays, they 
b , at a mere mature ſtage of his 
life; when reflection, probably, mi ; ight : 


| have otherwiſe taught him | better, too 
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Hence, an artful and pleaſing form, ; 


| | affamed 3 in order to procure ſome baſe 


and unworthy end, was miſtaken for 
5 affebiluy ; 3. a rancorous and ſanguinary 


Up Jpirit + for a high ſenſe of honour ;\ and a 


| revengeful and. vindictive diſpolitian. for 
firmneſs of conduct, and conßſtency ol 
character; and, under theſe falſe ad 
unhappy. notions, he was continually 
running into the moſt ſhameful; ex- 
1 ceſſes, In ſhort, his name was ſeldom 


£2] mentioned, n WIR the pr rpoſe of re- 


bas ſome outrage or oth 
ftructive of bis. own peace. and bar 
nels, * it was dif r \ceful to + a 


x ; 


XI, The duels that he e fought, FRA us | 
and abroad, thould ſeem to point him | 


(27 * 
out a man of courage. But biegen 
are not always to be taken at the 
firſt bluſh of them. Thoſe who content 
themſelves with merely locking at the 
ſurface, muſt expect to be very often 
deceived. Though + Mr. Fitzgerald 
ſhewed at all times, and on all occaſions, 
by an uncommon readineſs, nay, an impe- 
tuous deſire to take the field with any 
man, there is much reaſon to ſuſpect T 
| his having poſſeſſed any real bravery. 
He frequently had recourſe to art to 
fave himſelf from the ſhot of his anta- 
goniſt, or obtain an advantage over 
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him: Indeed, ſo complete a maſter of 
the piſtol, was Mr. Fitzgerald; that he- 
uſed himſelf, to boaſt of being able 
2 « from trials ſuccellively repeated tweng- 
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Are in fighting ad 


« ty: times;: one e afing the other, to hit; 
„at the diltance of. jevelue ert, any: 
« Part o of the h n body; 15 the reifth 


ogft a variety of methods that 
be would take to get the better of his 

he would 
an. - opportunity of; eg 


tomed 


8 Br. 


* 18 1 "Þ Os ; 22 INES fp 
2 . * * * ? N 4 f 2 e F 


Lad 
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( 2 ) 
_ of Bis natural Beicht- Bafid 
throwing himſelf into tliis attitu 
by keeping his eye in 4 direct level 
with dhe mus zle 0 6. ls adveifiity's J 
\ piſtol he was - able to cover both bis 
head a and heart from 11s fire, ſince the 
bullet Ay mult” Giſt nate penetrated die 
| phim of of his 52 59 before it coul d have 
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# +. EEO SE | 
j . 


reached the lobes of? 5 wh 
: muſt have penetrated the whole hori- 
20811 fen ength of His f right "af, * Mich 
re it bnd 
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x 
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| ible, before 
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„ was almiof 4 ithpo! 
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nd other far advantages, 
t hes over. a novice, Which no 
artiſt either will, or can 


and hi h are only to be ac- 


6 « teach, 3 


* >» bly 4 


© quired by i intenſe ſtudy, and private } 
1 practice, and which, like a maſked 


© hatte tery , ſhould never be made known | 
*to our Cres” | but by. its duden, 


* 


* 


4 © unexpected effec,” | . po 


© Indeed, a man of true honour, would | 
* very unlikely to reſort to ſuch argu- 
ment, or to welter himſelf under the. 
| advantages over an "antagoniſt that it — 
attempts to Juſtify. | Courage was, not 

among characteriſtics he had to 
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: amongſt the 
9 1 1 Denn 
5 boaſt of It! is 
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diſpoſition, which he is well known to 
have. 8 1 12 21 31 


# % Bs 


e EY as "the VERA 
Mr. M. Donnell, f and his . unfortanate 


companions, wore the features of a vile 


ſly; iniſtead of. the man of © inn. 
the very hour ch 
ti was: obtained, hs were the de- | 
voted victims of his "reſentment " 


Was, indeed, at firſt intend d, that they 
| ſhould have been deſtroyed.” at the: time 
it was executed, and it is plain that Mr. 5 
Fitægerald, and his creutures, were much 


aum ointed at its not being d done. 
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+ bk erk until chey ſet off from 
thence the next morning, under Pretence 


of going before a magiſtrate, the deſign 


of murtlerin 8 them was never once aban- 
doned. It was ; 


equently reſolved to 
diſpateh them during their ſtay at Tur- 
lough, andthe diabolical eſt lution was 

evera times upon the point of being 


carried into execution. Andrew Craig, 


the n monſter that put the 
re and to Mr. 1 benen, 


a „met in the-; gar- 5 
« den. at Turlough. Mr. Fitzgerald 0 
0 mentioned it to the w w itneſs to ſend 


« « that minute, t 


5 4 * them. The witneſs was \ ee to 
| Ce, | „ 
5 5 = : * look 


( 27) 
ans lock for ebe s former gun. He | 
2 © ſearched for it and found it; and 
5  Chawner loaded it with a brace of bul- 
6e lets. It was agreed to ſend them out 
« « directly. Chazner was to ſhoot Mr. 
mm M. Donnell; Fulton and Mullen to 

* ſhoot the other two. When the wit- : 
0 neſs was almoſt leaving them, he ſpoke 
1 for ſaving Gallagher. Chawner agreed, | 
. 66 and mentioned i it two or three times, 8 
to which Mr. F itzgerald anſwered „Ne, | 
0 ſhoot the covey ; the e dead cha | 
&« tl 2 tales ; 
| That atthey were not e — 
5 they left Turlough, was moſt probably * 
owing to ſome ſcruples of Chawner's 


about dhe buſineſs, who did not like," | 


| perhaps, to ſtand forward quite ſo con- 
B 2 | ſpicuouſly 


no 


F 


£ ſpicuouſly as be was deſited to do. Ar 


* 


13 


ther reſolution, however, was quickly 
adopted, This was ſuggeſted by. Breck- 


5 nock, and i it was determined to Pretend , 
to march them before a magiſtrate, and 


to raiſe a report of a reſcue, upon wh ich 


15 the priſoners were to be ſhot, under 


pretence of preventing their eſcape. 


1 2 1. have found a plan, (cried Fitzgerald). 25 


« to have the xe priſoners ſhot like . . 


T9! « .4 


— 


1 may not, perhaps, have deen 0 
jg unneceſſ ary. to have ſomewhat 
particularly: drawn the attention to theſe 
eircumſtances, the wretch BRE CKNOC + 


4] a | having, with an audacity peculiar to 


bimſelf, endeavoured to account for the 


£ 7 add aka Mr. ; MDonnel, and Mr. 
LE, og CA IT Els ih 9 | 


( 29 -) 
Hipſon, in a different way, and to have 
| imputed it to a few random ſhot bf 
their ag in attempting their 
br reſcue, That conſummate villain, 


I rey in I had the effrontery to 
write to a friend in the following words: 
Early in the morning, the conſtable, 


% with eighteen or twenty aſſi ſtants, 
& fer off with his three priſoners, in or- 


der to conduct them to another ma- 


27 giltrate, about ten miles diſtant. Out 5 


4 of reſpect to the commiſſion which 
4 Mr. M*Donnell | 


- 


“he was permitted to ride his own horſe, 


and excellently well mounted he was. = | 
6 But they had not proceeded more than k 
.« five. hundred yards, When the dic. 1 


charge of Jour guns was heard... E 
eee een cnc CONROY 


4 


ore as a magiſtrate, 1 


Ky 


0 30 

285 « meſſenger { a arrived, and informed 
WIS. Mr, "OW that 2 party of Mr. 
255 M Donnells people had been in am- 
8 buſh for the purpoſe of effeQing a 
< + reſcue; $7 adding, that this party had 
« fired upon Mr. Fitzgerald's party, that 
. ' they had mortally wounded one of the 
<.conftable's aſſiſtants, who died of his 
Se wounds in three days; that they had 
tc alſo. wounded ſeven or cight more of 

2 the conftable's aſſiſtants; that bythe | 
ns ſaid firing they. had killed Mr. M. Don- 
ill and Me. Hin, two my Ihe Wyo | 


Kami OFT ON DOLLS 


* = : . * 


In contemplating this 1 man's — 1 
oh is really ſhocked at the depravity of 5 


human nature! This vile wretch was 


the very perſon, that had | planned the 


* 

murdering the priſoners under pretence 
of a reſcue | being dttempted, and had 
even pointed out to Mr. Fitzgerald a 
2 ſtatute, declaring, that perſons: attempt- 
ing to eſcape when charged with felony, 
might be Hor, intending thereby to 
have deſtroyed their unhappy priſoners 
under the colour of law. In ſhort, Mr. 


Fitzgerald, and this hoary-headed miſ- 
Etfeatit, had ſo long run their courfe'of | 
; Jill, and wer E 0. hardened in 
Iniquity, that there was nothing too Th 
deſperate for them to attempt. The 
| witneſs, Andrew 15 raig. ſaid, Mr. 
EF itzperald' 8 plan Was, firſt, to charge 
a gui with two fingers and a half of 
be. « powder, and ſeven fingers of - {mall 
. ee and chen to ſend a man on 5 
VVV 


11 * 


Hy fir, who ſhould fire from the wall 
f the park, with directions ; to fire at 
EY all, and ſpare none. It would ſnarten 
them up to buſineſs ; q the party would 
think it a reſeue, and the ſmall ſhot 
1 would not damage them.” Accord- 
ingly, after the iſoners bad been a 
little While on their journey, a ſhot Was 

actually fired OM: the Denk. gate, N 


5 ce e was 85 * mo fellow: o of. A 
E named Mullen, and. NM. M*Domell by 


Andrew Crai BE 11 
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Titre can bra no doubt, but cn this 
bn, part of the tragedy was deſigned 
; T ie chief baron, there- 


i cn dite, 
# 


T8851 

e in paſſing the 3 of the las 
upon him, addreſſed him i in the follow- 
ing words: If it is poſſible there can 
9 © be any degree of guilt beyond the 


« crime of which Mr. Fitzgerald i is con- 
< victed, it remaineth with you, Timothy 
* B. ecknock, for under the colour of the 
« law, you deviſed an artful and a Wiek 


ed ſcheme to commit a 


| 21 barbarous murder. The laws of the 3 


A land demand your life as a juſt forfeit 


« Sole the blood that has been ſhed ;. 


. thoſe deluded wretches whom you in- 

« Wied d your plot, and whom _ 
£ you deceived, under hopes of ſafety, | 
N become the inftruments of your hor- 


ye 6c « rid deſigns, are objects of ' pity, w 
1 compared to the magnitude of Sl © 
SE Le 5 „ 4 guilt. 


(a 2 
8 52 You made their ignorance the 
„means of your purpoſes,” 3 


he "RN deſign of this horrid 
* 75 s Was, however, wholly Mr. 
. itzgerald's, and it muſt be allowed to 


have ſhewn the hand of a maſter. 5 


FF he re are ſome touches i 1n it, that would 7 
4e no diſhonour to the worſt aſſaſſin 


—_ aggravated its enormity. 


"203 But *that very cunning (contintied * 


— 5 4 o W 
a 8 B43 J ; * 
. FE. ia learned 
5 f 3 & 3 0 . 
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* 


— 
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00 « learned. a * you vainly 
© hoped would have ſcreened you from 
f 8 | puniſhment, has rather led to the de- 
4 tection of your guilt; the laws of 
: 584 your country, | which could not en- 

+ dure that they ſhould be made the 
hed uments of their own violation, 
' and the blood of the unhappy gentle- 

men, who had the misfortune to fall 


F © 2. 
4 inſt 


into your hands, and whom you ſent 
_ into: the other world with all their 
"OW « auer their heads, call aloud for 
« puniſhment, and require your life as a 
2 er 10 me en ; 


81 Nor did es outre turn „ „ "al 
25 it fo mild a term may be uſed, for which 

; * was 0 remarkable, forſake him, even 
| „ _ 


4 % 
wo, a. 


Gb); 

in the laft moments of his life, bes 
the judge ſentenced him to be executed 
on the Monday, he afſured his lordſhip, 
** that he would not die on Monday,” FEM 
ſinuating, no doubt, by ſuch a decla- 
| ration, that he ſhould perpetrate ſome _ 
violence on himſelf. The judge 
niſhed him, and informed him that * 
had power to order him to immediate 


execution, þ but, that from motives. 4 the 
kindeſt intent, he had given him time 
for repentance; but Mr. Fitzgerald again 

e $ . GA nit 0 on 1 
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: 2 LO C 8 % 
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Nava was the 1 of 1 his + refs 6. 
an behaviour on the evening of his exe- 
5 eution, the leaſt ſtriking feature that 
e ſelf © on the Funbeppy occaſion. 
At 


6 370 


;; he” Was bre 


ok and ee e through a . 
proceeded up the public ſtreet to the 
- place of execution. He was preceded 
by the hangman, who wore a large maſk. 
He walked very faſt, and arriving at 
the en aſked if that was the 

plac Hie was dreſſed in a ragged coat, | 
ee vn Hunt, a dirty flannel 
waiſteoat and d awers, both of Which 

were e without buttons; brown Werber 


* 


ckings, a pair of coarſe ſhoes | 


8,: and an old rourid hat, 5 | 


Go RP with Aa pack-thread band. 5 


He fixed the rope raund his own neck 
frſt laying it bare, by taking off bie 
cravat and unbuttoning his collar; Te 

| ſokot and Tel Hand With n, 


of 


636 


of his acquaintance, and proceeded to the 
 dadder. Mr, Henry, the clergy man, 
| who reſided at Turlough-houſe, 10 llow- 
ing him, he deſited him to be ſhort, and 
having repeated one Prayer, he ſhook. 
MI. Henry by the hand, and dad. good 
by to you, on which he leaped with the 
utmoſt violence from the „ er, and 
che rope wreaking, he fell to the ground. 
Tie zinmediately Jeaped up, and looſened 
the rope from about his neck, and com- 
Foy of: the badneèſs of it. Ano 
g brou ht, and fome dime be- 
in praying, h he again went up 
the ladder, ar and required Mr. ch and 
the reverend: Vir. Benton to come and 
: pray b him Fan a conſi- 
dera e time „ he flrew down his cap, 


having 


( 99-) 

having previouſly told the executioner 
he would throw down his hatas a ſignal 
when to be turned off; but after hav- 


2 prayed for ſome n he res ap 


his ap again, 


"We prayed with "D wol fervent de- 
votion, repeating the prayers aloud, 
and frequently ſending forth ſuch heavy 
fi ghs, as to penetrate the moſt obdurate 


heart with feelings of compaſſion. He 


remained an hour on the ladder, during 


which time Mr. Henry and Mr. Benton hs 


went alternately to him. He drew 


down his cap, and again ſignified his 


intention of making the fignal to be 


turned off; he drew vp the 25 again, 


, T- 
$- 
* by 


15 


| Ut, 40 * 
| and: requeſted Mr. He "ng : to come anti 


Jap with! 

He bed! Mr. Henry's 0 Fa graſped 
Vun his own, and 1 in the latter mo- 
N ments of his affliction, prayed with 
great marks of contrition and devotion; 
nd ing as the duſk of evening came on, | 
Was launched into eternity, | to enj oy, 


we hope, chat happineſs, his diſpoſiti tion . 


ilk vited him for i in this world, but - 
17 75 328 we: are taught to believe, and | 
warmly flatter ourſelves, will be alike | 


dealt out to the good chriſtian, and: th 4 | | 


enting finner, i in that to come, where 
- mercy is infinite, and. where, as. one of | 
dur beit Poets has finely expreſſed it 


4 39 —* « One unbounded Hue encircles all! pes 
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chain tof incidents, very rarely: fur- 


men have commenced, what is un- 


- 
8 
* 
1 7 B 
. * . 
. 
— | — * WES a 
Mm * — Ss v 
9 r 9 ge 
a 4 $ 12 Pritt 111 1 ky 
* 


i rd TITEL STONES BED th 1 441 
; T3 f Wo; iS 8 . gb. * * _ 6 „ . : 


ENU UT NE ANEC DOTES. 


* 4 %. 3 
E Tank ier N > i . 
> * 75 * * X z $2 8 * mW 72 . 3 8 : T4 
0 * "As 61 


? 


FEY Fitzgerald Parent a ſeries of 
events, and is linked together by a 


Tan Te "Y y of Mr. 


leed, by any one andiv 
it: muſt alſo be obſerved; t that: few 0 
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derſtood by the ure of life, at an 
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teenis year ef his age, he had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſeveral duels, 
which, on account of the ſingulari 
of the circumſtances that attended 
At. | 1 them, 
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before he was eng agag 
- rencontres,. one of N Was in con- 


) 
ther,” brou icht kim i into general n. no- 
had about this time, pur- 
L a eg in the royal 


army, and in the year 1765 was ſo 


much talked | of for his courage and 


. Ol og + 0 WE T8 > OY 


1 Pirit, th at we may from that ra 


: Ay ö * td. Lye, 


. Ae. 176 FOR Erpel — 


inthe! garen e Oles, 


ged in two or three 


ſequence of Aa. ſlight. quarrel: with DF 


Lieutenant Thompſon. 2 he parties, 
i with their -ſeconds, met in a public 


C en in the fuburbs of that town, 
the fired by his 


antagoniſt, 8 eee ce 
L Mr. 6 nkfhoſe who: have 


SP 


A ek ſince 


%\ 
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ſince ſuffered 1 through his means, part 
of his:ſkull was only ſhattered, with- 
out the pia mater being in the leaſt 
penetrated. Little hopes were at firſt 
entertained of his life, but the {kill 
of a ſurgeon. of the name of Willim, 
who had been uſed to the cure of 
gun- ſhot wounds, during the war in 
America, under the immortal Wolfe, 
effected a cure, and fatally preſerved 
him for a more ſhocking cataſtrophe. 
He was, at this time, eſteemed one f 
the genteeleſt looking youths in all 
Ireland, and was ſo vain of a fine 
head of hair of a pale colour, that 
though he never once winced hard 
the trepan, he actually dropped tears 
when the ſurgeon told him, chat e cut- 
N ting off his har Was as neceſſary to his | 
TY cure. | 9 
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e me, he paid his firſt 


; OTA France, where he was parti- 


; N ne noticed by people of f aſhion, 


and in a manner careſſed by: the Duc 
Drin until detected loading dice 
mo at the game of hazard. This diſco- 


verys there is no doubt, would have 
inſt Wy: by been fatal to him, had not 
his frienc the Duke ſaved him from 5 


dhe fury of thoſe he was at play with, 


protecting his perſon ſo far as to 
ſt upon conducting him ſafe out of z 


his bouſe, vhere the ſcene of action 
: lay. £ 'The next day Mr. Fitzgerald 8 


the ought. it adviſable to leave Paris, 


: and accordingly made his eſcape in 


Darel of a woman, and returned 
to London, from whence he accom- 
es his father to Mayo in Ireland, 
where they laid the foundation of all 2 
their future misfortunes. 24 


* yp 


than diminiſhed the foppery of Mr. 
Fitzgerald, his parade of Ing | 


was very extraordinary, and more re- 


ſembled the ſtate of a petty een | 
Prince, than any thing elſe; and 
what might poſſibly have contributed 


father, in the earlier part of his life, 


was in the German ſervice.” » When 

on a journey, his ſervants wore the 
huſſar uniform, with monſtrous large 
ſabretr. Their clothes were of the co- 
Jour of blue, faced with yellow, and 
the facings were made of an extraor- 
dinary breadth; which, With the 
8 great huſſar cap, gave, in the ut A: 
: Jes a very outre eee : 


1 5 N FS perhaps, ever enen. 


ed themſelves more by the na- 
ture, and var iety of their e e 


. L on celebrated actre 


Fo ” 444 Y 
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han Mr. Fit acrald; who is ſaid to 
have fought no leſs than fifteen duels 

1 England, beſides ſeveral others of 5 

== note in e n abroad. 5 


PT og hs” in ſeveral here, 
no one brought him more into pub- 
lic 'notice, than that with the Rev. 
Mr. Bate, which happened in conſe- 
quence of a fracas with that gentle- 
man, and ſeveral others at Vaurhal! 

_ gardens, © account of Mrs. H. 5 i 


Th at 1 Wa at the: W . 
tioned place of faſhionable reſort, with 
Mr. Bate, and ſeveral gentlemen. of his 
| * acquaintance, Mr. Fita gerald, with 
ſome of his companions, came up to 5 
her, a d ſtared her out of countenance. | 
Mr. Bate i margin ng himfelf be- 
8 5 tween 


5 = . 
8 %, 


„„ C&) 
tween them and Mrs. Hartley, when 


they inſtantly aſked him, there mas 
any harm in looking at a fine woman? to, 


which Mr. Bate anſwered in the ne- 
gative, but added, at the ſame time, 


that there was a great difference be- 
en a "rude on word a _ wh am 


FT hi is 1 on a 3 5 ava 
| which continued with great warmth, 


till a gentleman, one Captain Crofts, 


addreſſed himſelf to Mr. Bate, and 
” aſked him whether he meant any 
5 thing againſt him ? Mr. Bate replied, 


that he did not. However, Captain 
Crofts made. bimſelf a principal with, 
3 reſt, and after much ill lan- 
guage had paſſed, brought upon him- 
ſelf an expreſſion of anger from Mr. 
Bate, that he would wring him 


by the noſe. Addreſſes were then 


given; ; very {eurrilous language was 


received t 
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received by Mr. Bate afterwards in the 
Gardens; a challenge was ſent to him 
the next morning, and an appoint- 
ment made in the afternoon at the 
Furk's Head Coffee-Houſe, Strand, ; 
elves: Mr. Bate with a friend Mr. 
Dave, waited near an hour, When 
Captain Crofts, in company w ith the 
Hon. Mr. Lytileton, came in: a ſhort. 
recapitulation began f tween Mr. 8 
Bates and Captain Crafts, WhO were 
interrupted by Mr. Lylileton, as ſecond 
to the latter, deſiring that a criſis 
| ſhould be made without words; that 5 
Mr. Bale ſhould aſk the Cz aptain's ; 
pardon / in the papers, or name his 
5 Wis and eee him in Walt an 
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8 no offence was given; ; but af= 
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hi is deciding the difference, ASA clergy- 


man, in a military manner, waved a 
remembrance. of his profeſſion. in de- 


fence: of, his honour, and agreed to 


_ adjourn with Captain Crofts, to. fach 
place as ſhould. be appointed by the 
ſeconds, Mr. Daxves for Mr, Bate, and 
Mr. Lyitleton for the Captain; wWha, 
after exerting every thing in their 
power to prevent any ill con ſequen ces, 
reduced the cauſe of quarrel and de- 
fence to writing, the better to un- 
derſtand what ground, they were-to 


ſtand upon, as friends to thẽ com- 
batants; but juſt as Mr. Lyitletan and 


Mr. Dazves were going out to chooſe | 


their piſtols, Mr. Fitzgerald broke in 


WM apparent anger, and demandetl 


latisfaction of Mr. Bale, for His friend 
Captain Miles ; ; but Mr. Lyttleton and 
MI. Bate remonſtrated with, him © 


1 - g i ; 
!! n oper 8 
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Ba, after rn font re: Nt g 
on one and the ſame quarrel, and fa 
that he never underſtood” that one 
man was bound to fight a whole 
rens where the ſ uppoſed olfence 


i Mr: . Firagerald bene e . iis 1 
ee laying his friend could not 


and he was dete termined Mr. Bate 
10tgo out with Captain Crofts, 
Mair vr ſettled. From this 


1 


* 


Mr. Bilin and Mr. 
Daus 


„ „ 
1— then thinking, from the par- 
tienten they had heard on both ſides, 
Actriflin acknowledgment that each 
Was wrong would be beſt, recom- 
mended it to the p parties, who, with 


" ſome difficulty, e 8 and were 
mage friends. TOW 
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Thus Ee? all matters relative to 
: 0 zptain Crofts; and with reſpect to 
Mr. Fitzgerald, he declared, that had 
Captain Crofts, Mr. Bate, and their 
ſeconds, Mr. L Dawes and Mr. Lyitletons 
Ly out, he would have prevented 
nel, by putting the former under | 
an arreſt, The former matter being 
"thus 1. ttled, Mr. Bate deſi red Mr. : 
1 es Godies bis friend, who 15 
Be alle ges dee He ve 
t dome to blows: ane 
8 ceremony. 
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ceremony; Mr. Bate, however, in- 
ſiſted on ſeeing him, obſerving, that 
| he could not receive any violence 
from him, being conſcious he had 
never offended him. On being intro- 
duced, he faid; unleſs Mr. Bate would 
box him, he would beat him in every 
public place he met him. Mr. Bate 
then ſaid, if he did, he would defend 
himſelf; for though he was capable 
9 boxing, he never choſe to decide 
any differences that Way, but with : 
thoſe from whom he could have no 
other ſatisfaction; till, as Captain 
Miles triumphed. 1n this' refuſal, Mr. 5 
Bate, with very great reluctanc 5 
and accordingly. a long boom Was | 
fixed on, and Mr. Dawes and Mr. 
3 ea were to ſecond the bruiſers, 
ned: Ny prepared them 


2 ſelves 


** 

4 
* 

a 


_—_ 


IB? 
ſelves for ale. in ao n of 
Mr. Lytletun, Mr. Fitzgerald, and an- 
other. At firſt, the advantage ſeem-. 
ed. againſt Mr. Bate; but a fair ſet-to 
for about twenty minutes, convinced 
the company (but particularly Cap- 
tain Miles) that Mr. Bate, though in- 
ferior in ſize, was victorious, who 
55 never received one blow that he felt. 
| ptais ! ain Ms les was: ſent home in 2 
* — 5 Fi his face 4 perfect jelly, 
and Mr. Bale was invited-to dine with 
the Hon Mr Lyttleton,0n the morrow, 
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na 8 „ that this fame Cape Miles 
WA s neither more nor leſs than a 


1 e "hired by Mr. Fitzgerald, and 
dreſſed 2 1-la-1 , for the pur- 
82460 | poſe 


40 
pole of boxing the Reverend Mr. Baur, 
and from which Mr. Fitagerald excuſed 
himſelf, by pretendi ing, that the Re- 
verend Mr. Bate was not good enough 
for him to fight oy. and that a 


duel with . 21 would have 
ö F 
| _—_ him. | IN. 11 74 04 4 * 4 : 1 9 ' EY } > 


12 #% ©. 8 7 
542 5 7 . Fe 
of * 


F a 1 and quit- 
ted the field of bende, Mr. Bale an 7 
Kis friend Mr. Dawes began to cot- 
ket 9 5 7 55 2 3 ir reimen 


tain dene was an hired bruiſer "yeh 
moſt amazingly. co led addreſs, 
the manner in bis 8 


all e to old 00 the opinion 
that he was a made-up gentleman. = 
the age 0-4 it eventually 1 


; k | peared, 


tz) 


P'S 3 the vangqu. be . 
Miles was en no her than, a r 
man! 


A A ſecond attempt was made upon 
Mr. Bates, at his chambers, at 
Clifford Inn, by. four armed y ruffians, 
attended by two athers, who went to 
is ents in the, dead. of ah 
ald. under a ſeigned voices. an 
other ſpecious prgtences, Pee 
to allure him Am bed;—happily the 
 villainous ſcheme was Folia by 
V Bas pri god prodenge. 


g 00620 210712 
Contempt 


and ridici ule now ſo uni- 
verſally purſued Mr. Fitzgerald, that 
he was on the point of retiring to 
the Continent, together with the 
companions of his late diſcomfi | 
won His unlucky propenſity to liti- 

C 4 8 g10us 


— 


TTT I err nat, 0g, 


7257 


1 — 4 2 ; 
ws * 1 - S 3 — 4 1222 2 
1 K * 1 PE 28 WS: - - « 1 — 4 * 
OB, 7 Nair. eG; a: HED DO Sn ee Ef” 5 ah 
. * o 
* & — 0 
» * . 1 oye ds " 


* 
. r * r 
3 - n „ 98 * 2 * 


wot 8: N e 
+ © Es D 1 me 


WAY re 
> 


i 


(6) 
Sine diſputes! involved him ut ans! 


other quarrel, not much more fa- 
vourable to his reputation than the 


Aaken. 
Ameng the Sachen of -the ver, 
Thomas alter, Eſq.' was a perſon 
pretty gen erally known, and eſpect- 
ally by the more familiar title of 
Daify- Dick . an attachment to the 
ſpe ort had: cbmpelled him to uit his 
s native country before he came of age; 
and by the advice of his guardians, 
he repaired 40: Fi ran ce, to avoid the 


a horrors of impending confinement, 


and endeavour to retrieve, his ſhatter- 

7 ed circumſtances. /! Indeed. it was be- 
eme neceſſary for him to re ire, when 
he had eyen brought all the money- 
kaum OR Kats) Randy mak: 
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68 
Among other obligations kick be 


left undiſcharged on quitting the 


kingdom, was a note for 3, ooo l. that 
during his abſence had been ſold to 
Mir. Fitzgerald for leſs than the tenth 
part of its value: Malters friends, 

pitying his ſituation, had come to an 

accommodation, which gave him the 
opportunity of returning to England 
after a few months iDferice® and he 
had not been many days in town, be- 


fore Fitzgerald made a demand upon 


him for the full money. This de- 
mand Malter was totally unable to 
comply with; but being ſtill under 
the direction of guardianſhip, his 


friends made propoſals to Fitzgerald for 


exonerating him, and five hundred 
pounds were offered: this was acced- 
ed to, the note cancelled; and it was 
| underftood by all TORY that the 
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N obligation entirely ceaſed, even inthe | 


2 — brain 1 Mr. nm. 


ene time 1 Peas a which, 
| 2 alker and Fitzgerald met each other 
with the uſual interchanges of civi- 
itty; at length the fluctuating ſtate 
of Fitzgerald's finances prompted him 
to make a demand of the balance of 
the note which had . e 
RE. | = : 
He god this. riches; on the 
race-ground at Guildford, attended 
by a friend and a ſervant, to deſire 

5 Walker to ride with him ſome ſmall 
diſtance from the company, when 
be made a formal demand of the 
2, 500 l. Malter contended, that he 
could neither in juſtice nor 1 8 - ; 
have any fuch claim NUR, him; but 
1 | theſe | 


(9) 
theſe were arguments very foreign to 
the little hero's made. of reaſoning, 
reſentment; yet as the *.. of | 

Mr. Fitzgerald was never calculated to 
create fear, Walker probably held his 
threats in little eſtimation; while the 
rage of his doughty. e ee, being 
fully excited, he ſuddenly turned 
round his horſe, ſtruck Walter a blow 
acroſs the mouth with his whip, and | 
before the other could turn. round, LY 
rode off with his companions towards 

the company, among whom he ſoon 

; became inviſihle. 
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Walker tt after ſet off for 
* London,: and waited Fitzgerald's return 
to town: on the morning of . whoſe 
arrival, Captain Gwym (a friend of 
OY. delivered kim 4 challenge, 
; 76 W” & which 


7 fich the little Tybalt accepted, aka Þ 
| fixed the time for the fame « eng 
at enk oc] ock. | FOO IK 


5 As Firsgerald 3091 make no apo- 
108% for the inſult offered by the blow 
he had given Walker, nor the latter 
agree to any terms reſpecting the note, 
the ſeconds adjuſted the ceremonials 
of the duel; Walker, as having re- 
ceived the 9 being permitted 
to diſcharge the firſt c Which BE 
3 without. effect. 155 


= F\ The quel between theſe gentlemen 
ended by Mr. Malter receiving a ball 


on the bone of his right arm, about 


two. inches below the ſhoulder ; the 
'. quantity of powder which produced | 
it not being ſufficient to carry. it fur- 
# her. This, it muſt be obſerved, was 
| in 


: 667 ) 


in reality Mr. Firgerald's ſecond fires 7 
for on the firſt attempt, having deli- 
berately taken aim, the Piſtol only 
flaſhed; tho this would on many o- 
caſions, have been conſidered as a real 
ſhot. Mr. Walker having now loſt 
the uſe of his'arm, and his ſurgeon 


being appreherifive of the wound, it 


Was agreed to adjourn. Mr. Fitegerald 
poſitively aſſerted, that his antagoniſt 


was papered, in order to preſerve him- 
ſelf from all n 3 yore 


* — 7 5 
* K 1 * 


The reputation: dF x a man, ho 


15 valor was founded upon having 


fought ſo many duels, and who had 
loſt the roof of his ſkull by a piſtol, 
would have been ſufficient to have 
deterred moſt men from incurring his 


_ reſentment ;—but Mr. Scawen, a gen- R 
tleman of the Jockey-Club, having 10 


unfortunately rendered himſelf ob— 
noxious 
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(e 
noxious to Fitzgerald, by not counte- 
nancing his appeal, and giving a ne- 
gative voice on the occaſion, was the 
next perſon who received a challenge 
from him; and as they were prevented 
from meeting in England to decide 
| their differences, it was reſolved to 


give mutual wee on 100 Copy 
tinent. 1 


The n more N 8 of he 
; duel was, indeed, owing to à blow 
which Mr. Scawen gave Mr. Fitzgerald, 

. eee of _ accuſed wath 5 


{&@ ) 
ds and ſurgeons, met at Liſle, 


according to the appointment of Mr. 
Fitzgerald. All matters relating to the 


duel being adjuſted, they arrived at 
their ground in the Auſtrian domi- 


nions, between Lifle and Tournay, 


about a quarter after ſeven in the 

evening. The ſeconds haying mea- 

ſured the diſtance, which, by mutu⸗ 
agreement, was ten paces, each gen- 


tleman took his poſt. Mr. Scawen, 


in going to his ground, aſked Mr. 
4 Fitzgerald, if he choſe to fire firſt? who 


1 replied, it was a matter of indifference | 
* him; but altering his opinion, ſaid 


d tak FRE: firſt ſhot; towhich 
ily aſſented.' Mr. 


, Tinga then preſented his piſtol, 
ed; the. ſhot. Lame to . 


very ee Mr. Scatuen. Af er M 
n 1 ira his fir r{t i tol, 1 
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ſecond piſtol. On 


he hoped his be 


) 


took dk of the other; and ſtood with” 


0 it in the attitude of preſenting, to re- 


ceive Mr. Steiner? s fire. Mr. Scawer 
then pre ented his piſtol; but before 
he could pull the trigger, was ſur- 
priſed at the report of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
this Mr. Scatoen 
immediately recovered hi, telling Mr. 
Fitzgerald at the ſame time, that as 
both his piſtols were diſcharged, he 
could not think of firing at him, and 
inſtantly d iſch arged his in the air. 

Mr. Frizger: _— «6 Taffure you t 


mèqan it; my piſtolł went off 
« 20 accident; but l load again,” The 


in fordeb: ——— date the affair; 
and Mr. Scatern coming. up, addrefſed 
Himſelf to Mr. Pitgerald, and: ſaid, 
del naviourhad now/ſuf- 
ently; convinced” him he was not 


| deficient 1 in point of courage; and as a 


further 


( G ) | 
f urther ＋ eparation for the blow he 


had given, he was not aſhamed to pre- 


ſent him with a cane (which at that 
inſtant he took from the French ſur- 
geon), deſiring} him to uſe it as he 
thought proper. Mr. Fitzgerald, af. 

ter raiſing the cane (which did not 


appear to have touched Mr. Scawen)s _ 
politely returned it, faying, .I retra@- . 
“ all the aſperfions-I: ever caſt upon 
Schur honor, am now: gonvinged - 
4 you never deſerved them, anch wiſn 
there may be no retroſpect of paſt 
e tranſactions.“ A reconciliation being 
thus happily effected, the partie & 
turned on their way to Eiſle, Where 
Mr. Fitzgerald likewiſe made a hand- 
for hin fired this 2 
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appeal, and ſued out 2 Bain: 
proportional part of the rents of his 
father's eſtate, until his demands were 


9 4 II. ” 
„ e 


. DH 8 . 


8 te. Gor 9 — — —— one 


— 9 — — — 


„r 
* — „ — N 


— 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
|; 
| 


Ane leſſen the i Iincom 


(6) 


ing his abſenee, one was, the leafng 
gut the lands to his ens at an 
under value, in oder, as much as poſ- 
of the eſtate 

ture. There was one, it is ſaid, 
ticular, made Rs: 


ep redn r a7 
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ole between the principle of ſelf- pre- 


ſervation and filial affection; which 
laſt, however, even in the moſt trying 
ſcenes, he did not forget, as the fol- 
ug ameedete yore wines Wo 


2 
. 
* 


. Fitzgerald, baer k Fs been ar- 


reſted for a debt of eight thouſand 


pounds, which the ſon was ne way 
obliged, nor was the eſtate liable to 
pay; yet, notwithſtanding the extra- 
ordinary ill uſage he had received frofn 


his father, Mr. Fitzgerald releaſed 


him from the ſpunging-houſe, by 


taking the debt on himſelf, and there- 
by gavechim that liberty, which he 

otherwiſe could never have ghexibeds. 
for his eſtate being at that time under 


cuftodiums and, being. moreover, torn 
in pieces by the factions which he 
himſelf chad created, he was totally 
ancapable of Paying the debt himſelf. 
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of click within, no fivings can be 


made for the unfortunate plaintiffs: 
thus the heir comes into a clear eſtate, 


on Which he contentediy ſits down, 
ithout ever paying for the clothes 


that hid his nakedneſs, his education, 
or the bread that fed him. This 
ſhews a wonderful depravi 
TY nnen mr 


Whatever „ An be the gen 8 
e of George Robert, this act of 
genieroſity to his principal andiavewed 
enemy, and to his father's ereditors, 


"will der- rer pre pon erate in his f- 


| enemies, 
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200 Had old Fitagerald poſſeſſed! one 
ſpark of honour, or of gratitude, ex- 
cluſive of the feelings of a father, all fur- 
ther violence muſt, after this tranſ- 
Action, have. ſubſided; but neither 
the ſeeds of honour or of gratitude, 
nor thoſe of x parental affection, were 
ever di overed to Have been ſown in 
1 wil rame or, if they were, the ſoil 
muſt have been eee U — 
or the er are in the bud. 


v . The — 1 — 5 7 thus 
procured to has. fath er, the latter em- 
ni in — er, Aden 
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ua > 4 P nary ch ada 
George Robert tyras obliged again to have 
:xecourte to the. law, for an enlarge- 
ment of his powers. He made an ap- 
plication to the Lord Chancellor, ſet- * 


(73) 


ting forth the demand he had on his 


father, which then, including the 
800o0l. above-mentioned, amounted 
to upwards of twenty thouſand eg 
and the obſtacles he had met with it 
"Owns the rents. 


Upon this application; the Lord 


Chancellor was pleafed to make an 


order for his taking poſſeſſion of the 
| whole eſtate; This happened in the 


year 1780; about three years von 
the N $ death. 


BE 


But as to the Lord Chancellor 


order, had Fitzgerald attempted to take 


poſſeſſion of an eſtate with an order 
from the bailiff of the next manor, it 
_ could not have been leſs effectual, or 


been held in more N con- | 


| _—__ 
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It cates neceſſary hers to recur 
back to a. circumſtance, 'which was 
equally as productive of diſſenſion in 
the county of Mayo, as it contributed 
to render Mr. Fitzgerald a very popu- 
lar, thou gh* not a very. admired 
character. 7 

his fath er was induced to ſtand 
candidate for the county at the gene- 


ral election in 1775 he loſt it in- 
{ '' deed, after. a very ſevere conteſt, and 


having run the other ore very: cloſe 


on the ano TS; 


B thi 18, the Hap 6f of be was 
thoroughly inve ſtigated; and George 
Robert conceived the flattering hope 


of turning the ſcale in favour of him- 
ſelf, whenever he ſhould be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the eſtate; and therefore 


Es - Was 


| 
| 


( 9) 


vs determined to begin his operations 
in time. At the lent aſſizes, in I778, 
he projected a public entry into Caſ- 


tlebar, for the purpoſe of declaring 
himſelf a candidate at the next va- 
cancy ; and the exhibition, 1t 1s ſaid, 
would not have diſgraced the entry 


of an imperial ambaſſador into the 


city of London. Every houſe in the 


town, that could be obtained, and 
that was beſt adapted for the purpoſe, 
was procured, the better to enable 
this political phoenix to entertain not 
only the country, but the world in 


general, who choſe to partake of his 


extravagance. And well knowing 

that the innkeepers muſt ſuffer con- 
ſiderably by his intended banquet, as 8. 
he propoſed drawing the whole pub- 
lic into his own vortex to remove 
every apprehenſion of this ſort, he 
D 2 com 
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| compounded with them for all their 


© 


. loſſes 1 in the 1 


The nr exhibited in | this 


—_— and which laſted three days, 


was ſcarcely ever exceeded in the ca- 
Pital-—the | capital might, in ſome 
degree, be conſidered as having emp- 


tied itſelf into the village. A ſtring 
: 5M Cars, from the city of Dublin, of 


an amazing length, preceded the com- 


pany ſeveral days, loaded with every 


article the metropolis could furniſh, 
neceſſary for the oOccaſion: to 


them ſucceeded, in proper order, 


cooks, and confectioners of different 
nations, ſexes, and colours :---ſemp- 


 ſtreſſes—taylors---mantua-makers--- 


milliners--- perfumers--- hair- dreſſers 


mu ſicians—fire-orkers— players 


——ſhoe- 


( 77 F 


t ſhoe-blacks—and five times the 
| number of beggars. | - 


On the commiſſion day, entered the 


company. — Mr. Fitzgerald appear- 


ed like an Eaſtern Nabob: and what 


Was {till more pleaſing to the townſ- 


people and gamblers, he was really 


provided with a large ſum of money 
to defray his expences, and for play. 
The ſeat of his carriagewas filledwith 
guineas, ſealed up in parcels of fifty 
each---for he played nothing under. 


| Preparatory to a vacancy; Mr. Fitz- 
gerald gave notice that he intended to 
eſtabliſh, on his eſtate, a colony of 
Preſbyterians from the North, whom 

he propoſed to make frecholders:. 
and, as an inducement to them to 
come to him, he offered to lay out 
D 3 500l. 
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Soo J. in erecting a meeting-houſe:; 


and to ſettle 50 I. per annum, and a 


houſe and land, on the Miniſter, 
whom themſelves ſhould chooſe to be 
their paſtor. 


The introduction of a new race of 
inhabitants, and of a ſe& too, whoſe 
principles were not only unfavour- 
able, but, in fact, totally oppoſite 
to the prevailing religion of the 
country, was, in general, regarded in 
a a diſagreeable light; and the High 
Sheriff ſummoned the people toge- 
ther, by public advertiſement, to con- 
ſider of this meaſure; while Mr. 
Fitageruld purſued his own. ſcheme, 
for procuring a new ſet of ſupporters, 
who would be firmly attached to His 
intereſt, and his attention to which 


was 1 
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was my called off by his unfortunate 
family * 


Numberleſs, however, were the 


diſputes i in which he involved himſelf : 


with his fathers tenantry, and the 


gentlemen of the country. In the 


ſpring aſſizes of 1780, he was tried 


for ſhooting at the Hon. Mr. Brown, 
to whom he had gone to deliver a 
challenge. Had there not been a miſ- 
take i in the manner of indicting him, 
whiclf was for a capital offence, ſup- 
poſed to come-within the purview of 
the chaſking aft, he would have been 
confined, and prevented from com- 


mitting the outrages which have ſince 


. diſgraced that country. The court 
and the bar thought no puniſhment 
too ſevere for ſo violent a miſdemean- 
or: but as it did not come within the 
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meaning of the act, he was neceſſa- 
rily acquitted. 


To execute the order which Fu- 
gerald had obtained from the Chan- 
cellor, was attended with the greateſt ; 
difficulties. The firſt ſtep was to get 
poſſeſſion of the manſion-houſe and 
eſtate at Rockfield; in which he ſuc- 
ceeded, by taking an opportunity, 
while his father was abſent at Tur- 
: lough, (a reſidence ſome diſtance 
from Rockfield) to make a forcible 
entry, aſſiſted by a troop of his armed 
dependents, and diflodged the ſer- 
vants who were left in care of the 
houſe. Before his poſſeſſion could 
be ſecured, a number of ſevere con- 
teſts enſued between the father's party 
and bis nz always dangerous in 
heir 


„ 


their conſequences to one of the par- 


ties, and often fatal to both. 


In hopes to put a termination to 
this unlucky buſineſs, the father, af- 


ter various other meaſures had failed, 
indicted his ſon for having headed a 
riotous mob; one of whom had, by 
his inſtigation, as the father alleged, 
attempted to take away his life, by 


firing a loaded muſket at him. The 


guilt of the ſon in that tranſaction 
not having, however, been ſufficiently 


proved, he was acquitted; but not 


before the father had publiely declar- 


ed in court, that he was in the utmoſt 
dread of his life from his ſaid ſon, 


and requeſted the protection of "ns 


court __ him. 
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5 George Robert not being able to pro- 
cure ſufficient bail, after many fruit- 


A 


leſs applications to ſeveral gentlemen 


preſent, made his eſcape out of court, 
without having given any. But on 
the very next day, the old gentle- 
man was attacked on the public high 
road, by his ſon, attended by a party 


of -armed men, and forcibly carried 
to the ſow: s houſe, where he remained 


a conſiderable | time a cloſe priſoner. 


1 


Juſtice for ſome time lept over this 


horrible tranſaction the moſt piti- 


able remonſtrances had been frequent- 
ly made to Government upon it, by 
the other ſon: robbed of his parent, 
and robbed, in conſequence, of all 


means of extricating him from his 
confinement, and of ſupporting him- 
ſelf, as a laſt reſorts” he indicted 


his 


| | 


— 
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his ſaid elder brother, for the illegal 


impriſonment of their father, at the 


aſſizes of Mayo. 


Fitzgerald was immediately appre- 


hended in the court, whither he had 


gone to attend in the capacity of 


Grand Juror; and though the She- 
riff did not venture to ſeize him, yet 


his brother Charles lodged examina- 


tions againſt him, and arreſted him 
in the j Jury room. Ws | 


4 The : Grand Jury unanmouſly, - 
and without the , leaſt heſitation, 
found the bill; and to manifeſt to 

the world their honeſt indignation on 1 
the occaſion, they alſo publicly ad- 

dreſſed the Judge in court, declaring: 

their abhorrence of the charge laid 

againſt the ſaid eldeſt ſon, requeſting 

| D ** his 


( 34) 
his Lordſhip would dire& them how 
they thould further proceed, m order 
to acquit themſelves with honour of 
the duty, which, on that occaſion, 
they owed to n nn and them- 
ſelves. | . OY 


Op The Judge acted with the dig- 
nity and uprightneſs which became 
his ſtation, refuſed with juſt con- 
tempft᷑ all efforts for putting off the 
affair to the next aſfizes; and during 

a trial which laſted from nine o'clock - 

in the morning, till near twelve at 

ight, diſplayed throughout the 

whole an accurate knowledge of the 
law, united with the fineſt feelings of 
2 man, and the moſt ſhining abili- 
des. The — was found r 7 


4 


1 and until he ſhould pay the 


fine. 


| The idea of any kind of a 


was per fectly ungrateful to the mind | 


ment of a priſon was attended with 


every mortification to one of his free 
fentiments: the procurement of his 
liberty, therefore, engroſſed the chief 
part of his attention, though he was 


not negligent of the future means of 
preſerving his freedom: and in the 


er te of this point, For- 


tune favoured him n his ex * 
| tations, 


3.6 foreign veſſel of ſome fon was 


driven by diſtreſs into a ſeaport, a few 
miles from Caſtlebar, where ſhe was 
_ afterwards * to unload her car- 


So. 
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80, and undergo a gre at deal of re- 
pair; the expences of which were 
far beyond the owner's abilities to 
pay; eſpecially as part of the cargo 
had been ſpoiled :—the unfortunate 
captain was therefore committed to 
Caftlebar gaol, a fellow priſoner with 
George Robert, with whom an intimacy 
enſued; and as the ſhip with her guns 
and ſtores were condemned to be ſold, 
Mr. Fitzgerald, with an eye to futu- 
rity, commiſſioned his agents to make 

a purchaſe of the guns and ammuni- 
tion, under pretence of their being 

for the uſe of the volunteers. 


This circumſtance accounts for his 
being afterwards” enabled to erect ſo 
formidable a battery, as even to alarm 


| Government, and oblige them to ſend 1 
an armed force againſt him. 
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By what means Fitzgerald obtained 
his freedom from Caſtlebar, has ne- 
ver perfectly been explamedy though 
jt has generally been ſuppoſed that 

the locks of the Iriſh gaols are not 
more irreſiſtible to the ſtrength of a 
golden key, than thoſe of other parts 
of the world. Soon after his eſcape, 

he appeared at Rockfield, which his 
partizans had ſtill maintained the poſ- 
ſeſſion of for their chieftain; and 


Which he fortified i in a very able man- 


ner; erecting a formidable battery, 
conſiſting of the iron ordnance he had 
purchaſed of the ſhip-maſter. The 
battery was erected on an artificial 
mount, on which was planted a grove 


of trees, ſituated about one hundred 


yards from the high road, and the 
ſame diſtance from the gate of the 
avenue which leads to the manſion- = 
: houſe, 


( 88 ) 


heals wn half an Engliſh mile from 
the houſe He, 


1 . from W 18, by the 
law of Ireland, deemed a capital felo- 
ny; and in conſequence, proclama- 
tions and rewards were iſſued by the 
Sheriff of the county for apprehend- 
ing him; and even a train of artillery 
was ordered from Dublin to diſlodge 
him from his fortifications; but ſo 
confident did he ſeem of the ſtrength 
of his works, the weight of his guns, 
the zeal of his partizans, and the ex- 
hauſtleſs ſtores of his ammunition, 
that he ſet them all at defiance. He 
even took the ſaſhes out of the win 
dos of his houſe, and put cannon, 
blunderbuſſes, &c. in their ſtead. 
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On Friday, the 21ſt of Septeinibars 
1783, Caeſar French, Eſq. marched 
with 200 deſperate fellows from the 
county of Galway, and was within 
two miles of the works at Rockjield, 
on the Saturday night. On Sunday 
morning they appeared to. Fitzgerald, 
who ſaluted them with a volley of 
ſix - pounders; this ſudden attack 
obliged them to retreat precipitately. 
In the evening they ſet out for Clare, 
in their way home, when the garriſon 
ſallied forth and attacked French's 
rear-guard with the baggage, conſiſt- 
ing of proviſion, ammunition, &c. 
which they took, with eleven priſon- 
ers; the proviſions they diſtributed, 
but deſtroyed the ammunition : A 
few of French rear-guard eſcaping, 
ſoon came up with the main body, at 
Clare, and informed them what hap- 

pened; 


( 90 ) 
pened; on which a detachment im 
mediately returned, and engaged the 
Governor's men, whis fought for ſome 
time with great reſolution. Fitzge- 
rald's horſe failing, he difmounted 
one of French's men, and rode off. 
In a few minutes after, Mr. French, 
with another reinforcement, came up 
and took ſeven of Fitzgerald's men 
priſoners, with the baggage, carts and 
horſes, and two field-pieces: the pri- 
foners Were conducted to 2 9900 


The 8 next daß, Mr. French vai 
joined by a ſtrong party of volun- 
teers, they took eight of them pri- 
ſoners, and lodged them! in gaol. 


n 


+21 Tub melt as and out- 
rageous proceeding incenſed the re- 
; 1 families to which he was 


wu» 


Con- 


tu 3 

connected his relations very juſtly 
gave him up, and every friend to the 
family joined in moſt ſincerely wiſh- 


ing him in the hands of that juſtice 
he had ſo often offended. Z 


Indeed, finding himſelf unable 
longer to reſiſt the united forces that 
were ſent againſt him, he and his par- 
tixans quitted the fortifications, car- 
rying with them every article in their 
power, and rendering what they left 
behind as uſeleſs as poſſible... The 
houſe at Rockfield was alſo ſet fire 8 
15 and eonſume dl. 


2 de cannon, it is ſaid, were ſpiked 

up, and wooden ones mounted in their 

ſtead, by way of deception, while he, 
on the 3d of October, decamped to 

| Elen with his father ſtill in his 
f an : 


Ta 3 


cuſtody : his brother Charles Lionel 
Fitzgerald, at the head of the Ca/tle- 
bar Volunteers, immediately purſued 
him, in hopes of reſcuing his parent; 
but the other being accompanied by 
his banditti, and joined by a large 
party at Killala, and by numerous 
others from the county of Sligo, form- 
ed too powerful and deſperate a body 
for his brother Charles and his friends. 
to attack with any hopes of ſucceſs. 
But on the Tueſday following, a 
ſtrong detachment from the Mayo 
Legion of Volunteers went to rein- 
force thoſe of Caſtlebar, and at the 
ſame time the King's barge was ſtati- 
oned off Killala, to prevent the eſcape 
by ſea of this lawleſs inſurgent. A 
report prevailed on the ſame night, 
that Fitzgerald had put to ſea, but was 
5 5 obliged to return to Ireland, from the 
| circum- 


LE. DE . 


circumſpection of the King's barge, 
and there being no probability of 
eſcaping that way, he made an incur- 
ſion into the back ſettlements of Irris. 


Colonel Cf, with the Croſſmalina 
Corps of Volunteers, having two 
| Pieces of cannon, marched immedi- 
ately after him. 


Fitzgerald croſſed the Moyne at Kil- 
lala, and took refuge from the pur- 
ſuit of the Mayo volunteers, in Tir- 
eragh, in the county of Sligo, whi- 
ther he conveyed his father; on in- 
telligence of which the Right Hon. 
Ozwen Wynne immediately marched 

with a detachment of his regiment of 
Royal Sligo Volunteers, and continued 
aà cloſe purſuit for three days; but, 
on the 4th, TOY having intelli- 
2 gence 
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1118 _ gence that Mr. NN ynne was to be joined 
| by the remainder of his corps, find- 
Wl | ing every avenue, by which his father 
could be ſent away, cut off by the 
intelligence of this gentleman, he, 
in order to fave himſelf, delivered up 
the old gentleman to SirMalbyCrofton, 
Bart. who carried him ſafe and well 
to Mr. Wynne; happy indeed at his 
liberation, and grateful to the gentle- - 
men and troops who effected it, and 
[|] to whom the public thanks were cer- 
_ tainly due, for their ſpirit, alacrity, 
and judicions conduct. It is ſuppoſ- 
ed Fitzgerald himſelf effected his eſcape 
by a boat, as every other paſs of that 
extenſive country, intrenched with 
1 was effectually guarded. 


: n thi b -of Oda Mr. | 
Eee had the imprudence to re- | 
IN Won 
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turn to Dublin, and ſcarcely took any 
Pains to conceal himſelf;—he was, 
conſequently, ſoon diſcovered and 
| traced. 'Town-major Hall having got 
intelligence of him, took twelve of 
the Ligonier troops from the Caſtle- 
guard, and found him in College- 
greens about half paſt ten, walking 
about in a careleſs, indifferent man- 
ner. He did not make any refiſtance, 
but immediately gave up his ſword. 
Indeed he pretended that he had come 
to Dublin for the purpoſe of ſurren- 
ee himſelf. | Y , 

A e Ja been figned 
and iſſued only the day before, offer- 
ing a reward of 3001. to any one that 
would ſeize his perſon, and lodge him 
in Pr: of Jus. NOR 8 . 
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Prom: the time of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
being taken, . he was confined in the 
_ officer's room at the Caſtle guard- 
houſe, while proper meaſures were 
taken to proſecute him for his va- 
rious violations and contempts of 
the laws of his country. No preſ- 
{ure of misfortune, however, appeared 
t6 operate upon his ſpirits : the ro- 
mantic ideas of the Herveys ſeemed to 
be blended with the extravagance of 
the Fitzgerald; and he only ſhrugged 

ap his ſhoulders, like Charles of Swe- 
den, when he comforted himſelf with 
the reflection, that he had loſt a glo- 
__ _ rious opportunity of holding out three 
days longer againſt the ſiege of Ben- 


1 The ingularity WY Mr. Fitugerald 
character diffuſed itſelf to thoſe who 
ove dlaimed 
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claimed the honour of his acquaint- 
ance. As a proof of this, we need 
only adduce the caſe of Mr. Fenton, 
who, being arm in arm with him 
when he was apprehended in College- 
green, ſhared his fate in being order- 
ed to the ſame priſon : no proofs of 
any guilt having the next morning 
appeared againſt him, he was' diſ- 
charged; upon which he thought pro- 


per to write u Hall a note to the 
RE, t ee 


n 


„Deſpairing of obtaining any ſa- 
. tabektion from you, for the illiberal 

4 treatment I received from you, 1 
“ deſire you will meet me with a 
« friend, at the Fifteen Acres, at five 
clock to morrow evening; when 
« the Lord have mercy on your ſoul, 

| E 4 
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New Priſon to vikehis fiend, 8 ; 
der-keeper apprehended him on the 


(8) 
« as your body hall We none 


liens = ENTON.” | 


This fnguinary epi ee 


| 


| ried by: Major Hall to Lord A7, 
and. examinations ladged in conſe- 


e pee a wahr, warrant was eat. 


warrant, which rendered his me 


much longer than he ſuſpected. I. 
a a few hours after, freſh een 
were lodged againſt him as an aceom- 
Plice of Captain Fitzgerald, in kb 


Mayo Quixotsm, and he 


He his trial e | 


0 1 was. ers tried 


| upon W the cha 


lenge 
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lenge to Major Hall, on account? be- 
ing apprehended with Mr. Fitzgerald. 
It appeared in evidence, that the pa- 
per was left at Daley's Chocolate- 
houſe, and was written by ſome incen- 
diary, no proof whatever appearing 
that it was Mr. Fenton's hand-writing, 
or that he was any way concerned in 
fending or fabricating the ſame. The 
jury, therefore, without going from | 
_ vow WIRE bim. ö 


Mr. Fitageriald nel; in the Ne ew 
priſon a conſiderable time until the 
adminiſtration of Lord Temple. His | 
Excellency then granted him a pardon, 
on condition that Mr. F gerald would 
never, from th enceforth, either accept 
of, or ſend a challenge to fight a duel; 

and that he ſhould give his word of 
begour for his future good behaviour; 
6 „„ Mr. 


( 160 ) 


- Mt; Fungerali did- not continue 
| tug in this peaceable ſituation, for 
he was preſently after his enlargement 
engaged in a conteſt, in which, pro- 
bably for n firſt time, he was not 
oy . wot "TV KEN 6 


9 
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At che . of Mr. N for | 
the riot before mentioned, Mr. Mar- 
iin was of counſel for the proſecution, 
and, 1 in his pleading, threw out ſome 
very ſevere reflections againſt the pri- 
ſoner, and alſo againſt the priſoner's 
father; in drawing the comparifon, 
however, between the characters of 
the father and the ſon, he concluded, 
that George Robert was the worſe cha- 
raster of the two. e eee, 


1 9 Fingerals, ö 10 return, took 00 
caſions when he ande his defence, to 
-retort 


101) 


retort on Mr. Martin, with ſuch point- 
ed ſeverity, that the Barriſter inſinu- 
ated he would reſent. it at a Re 
opportunity's | „ 


As ſoon, 1 as Mr. Finge- 


rald Was dliſch arged from his impri- 
ſonment in Dublin, by Lord T emple, 
Mr. Martin ſent Mr. Zo with a 

challenge to kim. 


— 


299 * 7 8 
* 
4 


* Mr "4s 188 on receiving "is 
meſſage; aſked Mr. E cher, if he had not 
heard the injunction laid on him by 
| Lord Temple? Lefter replied, he had 


heard of ſuch a thing, but knew not if 


it) Was true; and if 1 it was true, did not 


imagine he (Mr. Fitzgerald would ayail 


By imſelfof ſuch aridiculous injunction. 
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Mr. Fitzgerald having ſecured the 
oritien meſſage, fut by Mr. Martin, 
fafe in his pocket, was determined to in- 
fliẽt inſtant puniſhment on che un- 
fortunate Leſter-—in doing which, it 
muſt be acknowledged, Jv | 
acted with Ky e . 


K 
f 1 3 4s $64 4 
# "OS. PE. 5 * , 
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Seeing g a very brlhant; ring on Mr. 
Leſter's finger, Mr. Fitzgerald Taid 
=>. him“ Ithink, Sir . e 2 
ter, very Unfulpectin ely, ; took th 
ring from his fin ger, which the les 
politely received, as if to look me 
but, 4% efignedly, let i it fall on the floor; ; 
and, ſetting his foot on it, he cruſh- 
| ed this valuable ring to atoms. a Mr. 
Fitzgerald then picked: up the ſhatter- 
ed contents with more than ordinary 
W the ſtones and gold 
into 


( a ). 

into a piece of paper=--twiſting them 
up, and put them into Leſter's pock- 
et, with the following jeſuitical ad- 
dreſs : Perhaps, Sir, you will ſay 
J robbed you—-but you ſee I have 
not.“ After this he opened the par- 
Jour door, and deſired the ſervant to 
bring him his crab, meaning his wWalk- 
ing-ſtick. When the crab was 
| brought to him, he began a moſt vi- 
olent aſſault upon Mr. Leſter; and 
fo dexteroufly did he brandiſh his 
chib-fick, that he made poor Leſter , 
both ſore and bloody; and in this 
very frightful condition, turned him 

| Headlong out of his houſe, to be the 
laughing-ſtock of the populace, who 
* this time had gathered about the 

in e numbers. 7 


_ a * 


Ha 
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Mr. Saſs, with Jin wounds bleed- 
ing, immediately went to the houſe 
of Judge Hen, before whom, after 
reciting every aggravatin g circum- 
ſtance, he lodged : an information for 
| an aſſault; and a warrant was imme- 
diately iſſued to bring Mr. Fitzgerald 
before the Ne, bn 2625 


1 
* 


When the. gentleman * REI 
| there, the Judge was. going t to commit 
him; upon which Mr. Fitzgerald 
took from his pocket the written meſ- 
lage which Mr. Leſter had brought 
to him from Mr. Martin. This pa- 
per he ſhewed . to 'Mr. Hen; ; and 
when the Judge had read it, he ſuſ- 
: pended the mittimus againſt Mr: Fitz- 
gerald, and immediately committed ; 
5 PO Leſter to > Newgate, for having 
Po 5 n 


N 


* 
3: 


, — 
1 3 


( 0360 
brought Mr. Fitzgerald a challenge 
"Py Mr. Martin. 
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Upon Leſters arrival 2 at the priſon, 
he was become ſo horrid a ſpectacle, 
that he appeared to be a much fitter 
ob ject for an e th an a gaol. 
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7 he next the combatants gave 


bail to appear at the quarter-ſeſſions, 
but the affair was en adjuſted. 


The terms N FA) plan. have | 
E been affixed to the name 'af C- 
F. d, Efq.. the brother of che u un- 

dap perſon whoſe exploits fill the 

pages now before us, and who has 
ſucceeded. to his eſtate. It is reported 
of him, by. ſome, that he was for 
many, years. undermining his brother's 

BINDEt7s and that the better to ac- 

3 E5 compliſh 


4 SS 3+ 


( tos) 


compliſm his purpoſes, he a: even 
brought himſelf to overlook the in- 


5 dignity offered to his mother, Lady 


Mary Fd. dy the father tak- 
| 8 to his bed, a girl of tlie name 
Iris "whoſe affpring, it is 
fades added, he had an a&ive part 
in procuring. However this may 
be, or whether Mr. Fitzgerald had 
3 N eaufs hn reſentment againſt | 
his bro or not, is not at 
all 8 If he had done a- 
miſs, he was amenable to ehe aws 
L of his country's” they were as open to 
Mr. Fitzgerald a to any other man: 
e might have proſecuted him for 
any injury received, and would, no 
doubt, have receive redrefs; but no- 
thing could Juſtify Kirn in is con 
duct towards: Rim, Which was ran- 
coroue a * ary in the · xtreme 


— 


(er) 


and characteriſtic only of the very : 


wort of «ffaſfins. 


— 
5 


- Nor is this ie nad in pre- 


judice or malice, ſince in the year 


| 1782, he actually employed, for oe 


guineas, a man to ſhoot” his brother, 
who accordingly way-laid him the 
next day, and diſcharged a piece at 


him, though the ball it ſent forth 


kappily took no effect. The affaffin 
returned to Mr. Fitzgerald, and in- 
formed him of what had happened: 


Nr. Fitzgerald damn'd him for a 


bleckhead, and told him, that. He 
muſt try bis band again. T he ruffian/ 
was ſtruck: with a-remorſe of con(ci= 
_ ence, and declared, it was not in his 
power to attempt a ſecond time to 
take away his brother's life, though 


ha: thould have the whole world for: : 


5 it: 
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it: Mr. Fi itzgerald was ſtartled and 
confounded; and immediately con- 
ſulted his creature Craig, what were 
beſt to be done. The reſult was, 
that, in order to prevent a diſcovery, 
"Ee: would be beſt to have him diſ- 
patched, and Mr. Fitzgerald made 
hort work of it, by blowing the fel- 
lee g brains out "anith, bis 0707 hands, 
and „with the affiſtance of Craig, alias 
Scorob Andrew, he was immediate! ly 
buried, i in ws clothes. . 
: D!=0509Qqs!; er 718, K 

«To, x a mind tountea, 0 2; moral 
© reRitude of conduct, and awed! by 
"the fear of a future ſtate of rewards 
s, ſuch a tranſaction 
muſt ſeem rather the offspring of fic- 


tion, to how to what a degree of 


degeneracy we can deſcend, rather 
than a matter of Mts! to rouſe our 


$34 be | horror | 


IN 


horror and indignation. But if this 


+4 


10% 


3 


can make nature ſhudder, what will 


e thought of his. conduct- towards 


his father, whoſe badneſs of character, 


| treatment. given to his father, in or- 
der to make him lign a will in his 


favour. |  Rockfield Houſe 1 was the place 


(and bad we muſt allow it to have 
: been) could not by any means juſtify 


15 prorepdipigs towards him? 


In the year 1782, Mr. F itzgerald, 
as a Pen . was tried at 


Caſtlebar, before the Honourable 
Mr. Solicitor General Carleton, for 
the belle impriſonment and cruel 


of (confinement, and as foon, as he 


** 


35 large block of wood, aka! on "his 
5 refuſing to make the will preſented to 


bim, had three of his teeth knocked 7 


out, 
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out, and'v was treated with man y cities 
marks of inhumat ity and ' cruelty. 
The facher however, at length, gave 
the appearance of being fatisfied and 
willing to comply with his ſom s di- 
rections; by which he procuted the 
means of making his ſituation known, 
and ſeveral gentlemen in that Part of 
the fonntry thereupon, interfered. and 

reſcued him, 7 


2 4 7 7 __ * 
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bu though Rk 1 5 5 B 
| hands of his fon, it is much to be 
feared, that his ends were partly ac- 
:  compliſhed. Upon being 1 taken from | 
Rackjield Heuſe, he had many marks 
of violence about him; and it was 
generally, ſuppoſed | that, his death, 
0 which happened ſoon after his releaſe, 


was in RIS of the treatment 
ET : 4 31 . as uf 7G ny * ke 
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$ ons }F- 
be ee during the time he had 
been i in ROE hands of his n 1 
e ſuch was ids end ot 
: this extraordinary character, that it 
-ſhould ſeem as if it had been impof- 


fible for him to do any one thing in 


the ſame way as other people mighe 
have done on a ke occaſi jon. Hav- 


ing undertaken to deliver a written : 
meſſage of ſome conſequence, from | 


one gentleman to, another, he calls 


upon the perſon, | and upon | the nam me 


of the meſenger, being known, the | 
gentleman be waited: on nat choofing 
to attend upon bim, ſent a friend who 


happened to be with, him, ta know 
what. it. Was 
communicate to hin 
ing Mr. Fitzgerald in the hall, 
25 er which the fery 


ww 2, — 


Mr. Fitzgerald had to 
Upon accoſt- 
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Ve ery fortunately for the gentle ma 
| rd mY went through the Tower'patt 
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fered Bis to «paſs; he angrily. alked, 


if he was the maſter of the houſe *? 2 


and being anſwered in the negative, re- 
plied, it was to him alone that he could 
Zive what he had in charge to deli- 


ver: the gentleman informed him, 
that he was engaged, and could not 


poſſibly ſee him, and ſtill continuing 
covered; Mr. F Fitzgerald pulled, out 


a piſtol, : which he. inſtantly fired. 
thruſting the end of it, at the ſame 
time, againſt the fore part « of his hat, | 
telling him, that he never "ſuffered 


any one to ſpeak to Bim while gell 


Fes 5 


vering = A meſſage, vit Bout bei ing, un- 
euvefed. Mr. Fitzgerald immediately 
turned Found, and left the "Houſe, 
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There are few characters, however, 
that do not diſcover, at ſome period 
or other of their lives, ſome marks 
of true honour and real generoſity; 


E and the following anecdote, reported 


on the veracity of a gentleman' not 
apt to deal in fiction, muſt ſurely be 


admitted as a proof, that Mr. Fitz. 


2 gerald was not utterly-a ſtranger to 
+ thoſe qualities, nor ' altogether inca- 
n of nen W 5 . 0! 


th 4 


toy 
wit 


Having bad a dune * a young 


I pot: at play, à meffa 


Mr. Fitzgerald the next morning to 


| give him ſatisfaction was the conſe- 
quence. The gentleman, a Captain 
* given inſtances of his courage, and 

therefdre in ho fear of having it doubt- 


Ed. | by rm to fight i in the preſent 


inſtance, 
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n. nad > r anſwer, (ar 
be could have no objection to ex- 
change a ſhot. with him, provided he 
could dot on equal terms, which he 
did not think could be the caſe; 
while a bond Mr. Firzgerald had a- 
gainſt him for 3001. e mean, 
Ng e hn 
C3 
Ar. Fitageeatd cattle: "AY 
to be the only objection” Captain 
M——n' had to fight him, immedi- 
| 5 formed-arefolution of removing 
It. He accordingly ſent for 4 friend 
ptain M s, and enjoining 


money to take up the bond, which 
he promĩſed to lend Captain n 
i from himſelf. for that particular 
pur poſe. His friend did as he had 
— n Captain M——o 


Hain as having 


Enz » 
having paid Me. Fitzgerald hea money 


he owed him, a duel! was: the next 


day fought, in which there Was no- 
thing more remarkable, than, that 
Mr. Fitzgerald was ſhot in one of his 


ſhoulders, without any hurt being 


ane to his mailt. 


a 


, 6 


| Being in in a 1 hoſe,” 2 ha 


had bien e proofs of the, impe- 
„one morning at 


| Pie i lawns A favour; rite dog, a citiaeg 


of ſome conſequence happened 0 
tread upon it, and though not in a 
manner to do it any hurt, it ſo earaged 
Mr. Fitzgerald, that he inſtantly drew 


bis ſword,. and without a ſingle ward 


thruſt it through his right arm. The 


citizen being a man of repute,” and a 
great favourite with the public, a ge- 


neral 18 enſued, and the people 
1 | ; wha 


4 : 


13 8 


Eitiz en dying of the wound he had re- 
N — he did not: Ain iobuble 


bis leave for a while of che Cau 
I jy 01 1 1 341907 5 4 


(ne x. 


vhs: met together Jo far W it as 
to gather about his lodging in great 
numbers, where becoming outrageous, 


they demoliſhed the windows of the 
Houſe, ſeized his goods and baggage, 


and threw them into the ſtreet; after 
which they proceeded to his ſtables, 
Where they deſtroyed his carriage, and 


am ets hi 8 hörſes, and dragged 
8 About tlie ſtreets till he 


way Wr weer WG d and hefr hig 


regular and formal charge againſt the 


my eoficernedin the N but oe 


the Lieutenant of che Police ay farther 
on the. ſubject, but lat 
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"Me! F itzgerald, who entered into 
the army vety young, ſerved two cam- 
paigns in Germany, during which 
time nothing very remarkable of him 
is ſaid to have happened, either as 4 
ſoldier, or a gentleman. On his re- | 
turn from thence to London, he en- 
tered pretty deep into play, and is 
reported to have had along run of good 
luck, until the following whimfical 
bet put him in poſſeſſion, if not of a 
very ſplendid, at leaft of a very © com- 

1 fortune. 5 | 


mY rom ths pe Kyle + in 
Aueh Mr. Fitzgerald acted in other 
characters, it will not be ſuppoſed, 
that his line of conduct as a gameſter 
fhould have been leſs outrꝰ or eccen- 
tric. It certainly was not. Having 
won a very conſiderableſum of a certain 
lle | | nobleman, 


#1: *% 


nobleman, whole ben fault was 
chought to confilt in that of blending 
the firſt talents of a ſtateſman with the 
moſt extraordinary, penchant for gam- 
ing, and not having it in his power 
to diſcharge the amount of what he 


# 
PR * 


| bad loſt, Mr. Fitzgerald Was i invited by | 


him to accompany him dhe next morn- 
ing to che Bank, in order to receive 
che money the laws oh honour 4 
given. him a title to. „ 


LOS 


> 
. 


Fin . day, abo noon, 
we noble Lord called upon Mr. Fitz- 
. N and re taken him in it, 

© pre ed down the Strand in their 


os 


| ee Ge r 5 — heat 


( x19 ) 
_ gether, juſt at the ſame moment of 
time, Mr. F itzgerald, whoſe invens 
tion was ever on the rack, . propoſed 
to pull the longeſt hair out of the ſeat of 
the coach for @ Bundred. The noble 
Lord agreed, and won upon the firſt 
pull. The bet was laid a ſecond 
time, and afterwards repeated ſo often 
and fo. ſucceſsfully | in favor of his 
Lordſhip, as to win back every far- 
thing of the money he had loſt to Mr. 
Fitzgerald ; upon which he put his 
head out of the coach, and told the 
: coachman £0 turn rene and W home | 


. : | | | | 1 


The other bet, pronounced. to hive 
been of - fo whimſical. a nature, and 
which terminated more fortunately 
for Mr. Fitz gerald, was produced in 
the following manner. A great deal 
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of play had been at Brooks's, and Mr. 
Fitzgerald and the late Lord L — 
after it was over, found they had been 
very ſucceſsful. They could, each of 
them, count their "winnings, which. 
then- laid before them on the table, at 
little lefs than eight thouſand ponnds.. 
. Here goes, (cried Mr. Fitzgerald) 
PI or even, for the Whole ſum, and 
laid hold, at the ſame time, of a bowl 
in which a biſhop had been juſt made. 
In ſhort, he propoſed, that he would 
throw the bowl, with its contents, 
ce gainſt the wall, and upon picking 
up the pieces and telling them, his 
Lordſhip ſhould have odd, or even, 
whichever he pleaſed for the whole 
money. Done (cried Lord 1. n) 


I'll have even. Mr. Fitzgerald i im- 


Fee a cried, « ©bere © at Zhen . 
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(\ 222 } 
and inſtantly flung the bow! with all 
his force againſt the wall. Upon the 
pieces being counted by a couple of 


_ rellers appointed for that eſpecial pur- 


Poſe, they were declared to be odd, 
and Mr, Fitzgerald ſwept away rhe 
hole of The —_ 


Mr. F gerald PAR after this went 
to WT a few months at Paris, where, 


by his figure, and addreſs, he ſoon at- 
tracted the attention of the beau monde. 


Thoſe who knew him beſt, report of 


him, that no man was ever more capa- 


ble than he was of aſſuming the cha- 
racter of the fine gentleman. Indeed, | 
the money which his ſucceſs at play 
had enabled him to bring with him, 
put it in his power to liveina ſtyle, that, 


joined with the name his family gave 
Bim; well ſuited him for not only pay- 
ng, but receiving viſits of the firſt. 
e — - diſ- 
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diſtinction. He accordingly. ingra- 
tiated himſelf into the good. graces 
of the moſt illuſtrious families, and 
mixed on all occaſions with the beſt 
company. Indeed, few ſtrangers ſhared 
more of the ſmiles of the Court. He 
was noticed by the Queen, and careſſed 
by the Princes of the Blood, and ſee m- 
ed to bei in the fulleſt poſſeſſion of every 
enjoyment that could make life defira- 
ble, until it was interrupted by a diſ- 
pute with an Engliſh. officer on an 
affair of Sonour. 1 | oo 


This was in the 2 * 2H had 
with Major B—ggs,. and which hap- 
pened in conſequence of a refuſal, on 
the part of the former, to diſcharge a 
demand made on him by Mr. Fitzge- 

rald for a Em of money won at play. | 


4 | 


The Maj or, it ſeems; not bein g able 
bo: give any 7 good reaſon for his con- 
duct, 
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dud, had abſented himſelf for ſome 
time, and was accidentally met by 
Mr. F itzgerald, at a birth-day ball at 
court, when without uſing any ſort of 
ceremony, he ſtruck him in the face. 
The blow was given ſo quick, that not 
more than two or three perſons per- 
ceived it. The Queen of France 
was, herſelf, preſent on the occaſion, 
and, by the laws of that country, the 
offence which Mr. Fitzgerald had 
committed was impriſonment for life 
in the Baſtile. The interpoſition, 
however, of the Duke D' Artois, of 
hom he had become a favourite, reſ- 
cued him from that ſituation in whien 
his raſhneſs would otherwiſe haye 
| deed him; and Major B—ggs, on 
3 account of the difficulty there was 
in knowing who might have been the 
aggreſſor, was committed to priſon.” 118 
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The next morning, however, upon 
matters being explained, the Major was 
releaſed, on finding good ſecurity for his 
keeping the peace, and Mr. Fitzgerald 
thought proper to bid adieu to Paris; 
not from any fear of the Major, but 
to avoid any diſagreeable conſequences 
that might have enſued from his beha- 
viour at Court; for the firſt opportu- 
nity was taken for opening a corre- 
ſpondence with him on the ſubject, 
and a duel was ſoon after agreed upon 
4 on the confines of French Flanders. 


Col. O'T—e , of the Iciſh Brigades, 
Was Mr. Fitzgerald s. ſecond on the 
occaſion, and a written agreement was 
entered into by the parties, by which 
they were to fire at the diſtance of ſix 
paces, and after exchanging the firſt 
: fire, then to advance, and do each other 
| whatever miſchief they could. What 
4 5 18 


725 ) 


is ſingularly extraordinary, indeed, is, 


that both went on one knee at the firſt 


fire, by which the Major was wounded 
in the cap > of his knee, and Mr. Fi itzge- 
rald in the inſtep. The former hopped 
on the other foot and fired his other piſ- 
tol, but miſſed his antagoniſt; the latter 
then did the ſame, and advanced ſo cloſe 
to the other, that he would have ſhot 
him through the breaſt, had not Mr. 
Fitzgerald thrown one of his undiſ- 
charged piſtols at him, which ſo diſ- 
concerted him as to make him loſe his 
aim, though he recovered himſelf in 
a moment, and threw. the piſtol he 
held in his hand at his antagoniſt, but 
without doing him any kind of hurt. 


They then called for more pow- 
der and ball, in order to purſue 

their fighting; but this was refuſed 
F 3 by 


C8 } 
by their ſeconds, who thought it high 
time to interfere, and to put a ſtop to 
what threatened to prove a very 
dreadful and bloody conteſt. _ They 
even deſired chairs to fit on, when. 
their wounds would ſuffer them no 
longer to keep their feet, ſo very im- 
placable were they i in their reſentment 5 
againſt each other. 


During the time that Mr. Flies 


8 ] rald and his party were in confine- 


ment for the murder of Mr. M' Don- 
nell, in Caſtlebar, un ſcheme Was 
formed by im, which ſerves to ſhew - 
that there could be no moment of his 8 
life in which a deſperate line of con- 


duct was become neceſſary, that he 


did not readily exerciſe it. Amongſt 
the unfortunate wretches impriſoned 
on account of this horrid tranſaction; 


wes * Craig. commonly called 
75 1 . Scotch. 


* 4 
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Seotch Andrew, who had been admitted 
an evidence for the crown. On this 
fellow's teſtimony it was impoſſible 
but that Mr. Fitzgerald would be con- 
victed. He was the perſon that was to 
fix the crime on him, with all the ſhock- 
ing train of aggravating circumſtances 
that attended it. My. Fitzgerald was 
well aware of this, and dreaded ſuch a 
witneſs. It was, therefore, deter- 
ained to have him raten of; and it 
Was reſolved to attempt it by poiſon, 
it being thought more eaſy to do it 
men way, chan f in ee | 

" Aiptafonueommadingly ſoon found: | 
Fra to, undertake: the buſineſs; 3. and; | 
a, quantity of arſenic Was provided for 
the purpoſe of mixing it with the | 
i&tuals,: of the ſaid. Andrew Craig; 7 
but an over-ruling Providence was de- 
| termined to fruſtrate the intention, 
IV and 
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So ſudden a turn in Mr. Fitzgerald's 
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and prevent the crown from being de- 
prived of a witneſs, whoſe evidence 


was ſo very neceſſary to bring to con- 
diga puniſhment a ſet of murderers, 
who had long been a diſgraoe, 9 all 
Civiliged NOT 
"he. the time the n was re- 
dee upon, Craig had been in a 


| manner totally abandoned by Mr. 
Fitzgerald, on account of his having 


turned evidence. for the crown, and 

left to ſhift for himſelf. But prepa- 

ae deſign of poiſoning Him ; 

being carried into excution, it was 
thought proper to affect a reconciliation 
between them. Accordingly ſome | 
money was ſent to Craig, and he was 

told, that he ſhould; in future, be 
ſupplied from Mr. F itzgerald s table. 5 5 
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diſpoſition! towards IR naturally raiſed 
a ſuſpicion 1 in the breaſt of the keeper, 
who had been put on his guard, and, 


therefore, the firſt time any food was 
ſent him from that quarter, it 'was 


ſtopt and examined. The precaution 
was fatal to the views of F itzgerald, 
A quantity of arſenic, ſufficient to 


have immediately diſpatched "the 
wretch, was found adminiſtered, and 


of courſe the deſign was cifecually 
baulked. 


That men cigiable of deviüng the 0 


murder of a fellow creature,” ſhould 
be found hardy enough to attempt 
any means, however deſperate, to 


prevent the puniſhment the crime 
muſt naturally draw upon them, is 
not at all ſurpriſing. But the hand 
of Providence | ſeems to have been 
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Hier conſpicuous in bringing 
Mr, Fitzgerald and his aſſociates to 
Juſtice. Nor is the anecdote here re- 
lated - unworthy obſeryation, if only 
ſerving as a very ſtrong, though col- 
lateral proof of their guilt; for ſurely 
nothing could more evince it, than 
their endeayouring to deprive the 
crown of the evidence of Craig, by 


dieſlroying the miſcreant that was 


E * e Ane 5 


5 Even after the Aue of the attempt 
- 6 poiſon him, endeayours were ſtill uſed 
t cut him off, and it was determined 
to try to reſeue him from the hands of 
the officets of juſtice, as they were 
conveying him from one jail to ano- 
ther. In order to procure an oppor- 
tunity for it, an artful petition was 

. Mon, and 8 to the Lord 
Lieu- 


(un 


.iguten t, ſetting forth, thatit would 
be impoſſible to have a; fair. trial at 
Caſtlebar, on nene of the prejudices 
Pon ie de very anlikely, that 
an imparxtial jury could be had. The 
petitioners, therefore, prayed, that 
the place of trial might be changed 


from Caſtlebar to the court of King's 
Bench. This wore a face of plauſi- 
bility, and it is reported; on the cre- 


dit of thoſe who are thought to have 
been acquainted with the fact, that 


it would actually rave been granted. | 
hat for tile attempt that had juſt be- 


fore been made of cating: offi the evi- 
dence Craig by poiſon, and which nay 


turally gave an alarm to government. 


The potirion was, therefore, rejgctall, 
ande for the more effectually ſecuring 
the petſun of ſo material a witnely, not 
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kiorſs” were appointed on that ſervice; 
uch was the laudable care and anxiety 
of” government, to fruſtrate' every 
ſcheme and ſtratagem, however artful 
and deſperite, that could - poſſibly 
Prevent” Mr. Fitzgerald and his party 
from being Ne e 15 


aid menf. "HEH L617 "T0 e 
Ty ag to Hinos Sls of 15S) mot 
Mr. Fitagerald: üben e to elude 


. d of juſtice, however vigilatt, 
did not end here. Diſappointments in 
enterpriaing minds only ſerve to give 
birth to freſh inventions. His at- 
tempt to en ther miſcreant Craig 
Was, therefore, no i ſooner. defeated, 
5 than it inſtantly occurred to him, 
__ this his eſcape from priſon Was a 
_ thibg within the pale of potbility. | 
4 He had, on a former occaſicn, found 
the virtue of a goldenkey. But, alas! 
"even oo” ? promiſed no ſervice to him 
STOR: 9 1 en 
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oft the preſent occaſion, The cuſtody. 
of his perſon was no longer left in 


ſubordinate hands; and the ſub-ſheriff, 
| under whoſe Wales care he was, 
proved that he was ſuperior to every 
thing of the kind, and ſpurned, with 
Juſt indignation, a at the audacity of the 
unhappy criminal, who would have 
made him the inſtrument of letting 
| Bü looſe again upon the public, how- 
ever he might pity the wretched di- 


lemma to which the repitade. of his 


conduct had reduced bim. 5 


>; i334] Ty (34335 4 . I 1 


. 


"Aa man overwhelmed with ſhame 


and diſgrace; but let not truth be 


| | miſtaken for prej judice. Theſe are 


facts which came out upon a motion 


of Mr. Fitzgerald's 8 counſel for ad- 
mittance to o him, i in Priſon, and which 


wy, bs — 4 3 £ 
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1 THAT are not the moſt favourable | 


2 


CF 
| achetwils; out af tenderneſs; h him, 
| would have been concealed: .. 


„Adar complaint. being. de. _ 
no acceſs was allowed Mr. Fitzgerald, 
the high, ſheriff informed the court, 
that he had been obliged to order 
him to cloſe confinement, he having 
endeavoured to effect his eſcape from 
priſon, by attempting to bribe the 
ſub-ſheriff, of. which. he made affi- 
dayit,, The judges, however, after 
ſome deliberation, ere pleaſed to or- 
der that a perſon who viſited him 
upon pecuniary matters f ſhould be al- 


lowed to continue ſo to do, together 


with. a gentleman, who had ated as 
his agent, and two of his counſel. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, o on ibis occalio on Was 
8 brought into court on a b , being 
yet too il 1 to walk, from the a, 
he had, from the aſſault he received 


during 


1 ) 


dug his confinement, from fever | 


perſons, and of which Mr. Fitzgerald' 


gave on their trial the following ac- 


count. 


He was put into the gaol on the 


21ſt of February 1786; there were 


two centinels put upon him as a 
guard, and the corporal defired them 


to load, and fire on any perſon” who 


might break in. On a ſudden the 
door of the room in which he was 
confined was broke open, and a num» 


ber of perſons ruſhed in upon him. 


They were all armed. He recollected 
ſome of the arms ; they were piſtols 
and ſword canes, and afterwards a 
firelock. Doctor Martin had a piſtol 
anda ſword cane, but till the piſtols 
were fired the ſword canes were not 
made uſe of. There were a great 
my had [wore Canes. Mr. John 
Gal- 
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Gallagher had a piſtol, but the wit 
neſs did not perceive that he had any 
| {ſword cane. He could not tell who 
firſt aſſaulted him, or the manner of 
the affault. John Gallagher collared 
him, and feyeral piſtols were fired at 
him. The others had piſtols ; ; he 
could'not'fay how many fired at him; 
there were marks of ſhots in the wall, 
and it appeared that there were five 
marks, one of which was Nr e | 
with ſwan ſhot and a ball. There 
was a ball in his thigh which was 
not yet extracted. While John Gal- 
lagher collared him, there was a ſixth 
| ſhot fired at his head, which he 
perceived; he put up his hand to 


change the direction, and it broke the 


ring on his finger. The party began 
to thruſt at him; he ſtruggled with 
John . and . Wo. from 
| bim, 


_ 


C187.) - 


8 80 ſoon. as they had fired at 
him, they thruſt at him with ſword. 


canes; one he particularly was cer 
tain thruſt at him, it was Doctor 
Martin; the thruſt was in a very par- 
ticular manner, which he would 
mention. As he made the thruſt, | 


the witneſs got the middle finger of 


his right hand round the ſword, in 


order to direct it from his body, and 
it ran up into his arm and there broke. 


It was impoſſible for him to ſay how 


many wounds he got then, or before, | 


or after he got looſe from John Gal- 


4 


lagher; 3 but he got a great many. 
One circumſtance particularly he re- 


collected of Doctor Martin; he was 


poking at him from behind, and find- 


ing that the point did not enter the 


; witneſs' 8 coat, he ſhortened his grip. 


and wiegt 0 bore it | through his coat. 


n bo without 
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without effect. After he got free 
from Gallagher, they ſtill continued 
poking at him. There were one or 
two lights in the room; he was not 
: poſitive which; they were extinguiſh- 
ed at laſt; ; it was impoſlible for him 
to tell by whom, but he recollects 
that the candle was given to a boy to 
hold by one of the party, and that 
the man who. oy: it to him ſtruck 
the witneſs with the candleſtick- 
When the candle was put out, they 
ſeemed in a great hurry to get out; 
the ſtroke of the candleſtick was not 
the leaſt injury he received. The 


— 
Ads , „ 
— 


flrelock had been before taken i 
the centinel during the attack, whe- 
| ther forced: from him or not, he could 
not tell, but the centinel gave him no 

aſfſiſtance. One of the party ſtood at 
the door with the firelock, who after- 

; wards, 


1 19 


' wards held it by the extremity, and 
ſtruck the witneſs with the butend of 
it on the head, until he ſtruck: him 
under the table. They continued 
beating at him with the but end of 


their piſtols, and the muſquet, for 
ſome time. Almoſt all the ſword. 
canes had been broken; every one of 
the party ſtruck him. He could not 
tell how many wounds he had re- 
ceived. When he had ſtruck him 
under the table, he begged them to 
deſiſt, for they had done what they 
wanted, which he ſuppoſed was to 
diſpatch him. In their ſtriking of - 
him, he put up his hands to ſave his 
head, and received ſeveral ſtrokes on his 
hand, and one of the bones of one 
of his fingers in the back part of his 
L hand Was broken, ſo as tat he had 
entirely loſt the uſe of it. OY 
Mr, 
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Mr. Fitzgerald ſhewed his bare 
head to the court, the hair of which 
he had been obliged to have ſhaved 
off, and exhibited the ſcars of the 
i wounds that had been kealed up. 
There was no doubt of his having 
: been moſt violently affaulted. The 
jury, however, to the ſatisfaction of 
2 very crouded auditory, thought pro- 
per to acquit the perſons tried for it. 
Indeed, Mr. F "itzgerald had been ſet 
upon in ſuch a manner, as to make it 
ſeem as if the hand of God itſelf had 
protected his life from aſſaſſination, 8 
that it might be offered up as a ſacri- 
| hee on the. altar of ac e 
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. a 3 FR vrakelion to 
recount every tranſaction of Mr. Fitz- 
Berald's life, that may either excite 


our 9 or gratify our 2 
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ſome account may very naturally be 
expected of the fatal affair for which 
he ſuffered an ignominious death at 
Caſtlebar, and which certainly is not 
the leaſt extraordinary inſtance of the 
irregularity of Nis conduct. 


© 


And beater as the clearly under- 
ſtanding this, as well as to preſerve a 
ſtrict impartiality, it may not be im- 
Proper to ſtate a circumſtance or two, 
by which Mr. Fitzgerald's friends ſet 
forth he had rendered himſelf obnox- 
ious | to the wage round about him. 


In the 3 of Maj. in the year : 
1785, they ſay, that one Mr. Arbuth- 
not, who was inſpector general of the 
linen trade for the province of Con- 
naught, | waited on Mr. Fitzgerald to 


requeſt his aſſiſtance in executing a 
; | number 
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number of warrants that were to be 
ſerved on people in the neighbour- 
hood, charged with defrauds in that 
branch of manufacture. Mr. Fitz- 
gerald readily conſented to give every 
aſſiſtance in his power, and having 
pPerſonally aſſiſted Mr. Arbuthnot in 
aapprehending one of the inhabitants 
of Caftlebar, the whole town ſoon be- 
came his implacable enemies, for they 
could not foreſee whoſe turn it would 
next be to be apprehended, nor where 
the effects of thoſe warrants would 
end. It Was now neceſſary to prevent 
Mr. Fitzgerald from being one of the 
grand jury at the next enſuing aſſizes, 
and the firſt ſtep taken by them to 
effect this, was that of robbing a car 
of his, in which were many valuable 
articles. Warrants were .accotdingly 
oon granted to apprehend the robbers. 
IEF... Some 
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Some actions of reſentment being 
ee by the people of Caſtlebar, 
ſuch as committing little depredations 
upon his land, and one day ſhooting 
his favourite ſetting-dog, warrants 
were ſoon alſo granted for apprehend- 
ing theſe men; which ſtill more en- 
raged the town of Caſtlebar againſt 
Mr. Fitzgerald; conſequently he muſt 
either be taken out of the way, or 
they themſelves muſt undergo their 


trials at the following aſſizes. To 


prevent Mr. Fitzgerald from being 
upon the grand jury, being ſtill the 
principal point they had to bring 


about; the next ſtep they took was, 


to commence an action againſt him 


for firing a piſtol at the late Mr. 


'M*<Donnell, as he was riding by Fitz- 
gerald's houſe. The charge was like- 
wiſe againſt fix other perſons in the 
houſe, 
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houſe; as acceſſaries, againſt allof hk 
warrants were iſſued, and according- 
17. at the then enſuing aſſize, they 
were all indicted, but for want of 
evidence acquitted, as will be clearly 
new in the courſe of the ris 
ſheets. e 5 


. time che the e of : 
F ebruary 1786, Mr. M Donnell was 
again attacked and wounded, as he was 
going to his houſe, and which he 
made oath was done by a party of 
Mr. Fitzgerald s men, under the di- 
5 rection of their maſter. Theſe men 
> were accordingly apprehended, | 
| conſequence . of advertiſements idbed 
by many gentlemen of the town and 


neighbourhood of Caſtlebar, | WhO 


. red a  confiderable reward, being 


aAhxious, 1f poſſible, to free the 
| th u u from ſuch unhappy iſturb- | 
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ances. On their being takin Mr. 
F itzgerald gave bail for them, not- 
withſtanding which, it is ſaid, that 
Mr. M*Donnell, as a magiſtrate, com- 
| mitted one of them ; but he was re- 
leaſed by another magiſtrate ; ; upon 
which, M<Donnell confined him in a 
private houſe, for the ſpace of eigh- 
teen days: after he was enlarged from 
this confinement, he declared, upon 
oath, that M Donnell offered him 
| three hundred pounds if he would 
{wear that Mr. Fitzgerald had order- 
ed, or directed, or counſelled him, 
to ſhoot the faid M-Donnell. | 


-"Mifive the cinta of being 
fired at, Mr. M*Donnell kept much 
on his guard, as he received many 
informations, that ſeveral parties of 


5 Fitægerald s men were lookin g out for 


him, with an owt me e 
to deſtroy him. Mr. M*Domell went, 
for the greater ſecurity, to the houſe 
of a Mr. Martin, in the neighbour- 
33 of Caſtlebar, in company. with 

Mr. Gallagher of that town, and ano- 
ther n Mr. _ £1 | 
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br! — TIED rece dg: thi is 
e immediately procured 
Warrants for apprehending the above 
'| gentlemen:—the former for having 
falſely - imprifoned Mr. Fitzgerald's 
ſervant; and the two latter for having 
ſhot at, and killed his favourite ſet- 
Noi — before his own door. 
Mx. Fitzgerald 8 beid-canſiable was 
ber to execute thoſe warrants, 
together with eight of his aſſiſtants, 
who not being thought ſufficient for 


4 


CEC, 


'the purpole of ſeizing M Donnell and 
his friends, who were doubtleſs upon 
their guard, Mr. F tzgerald himſelf, 


with a very numerous party of his 


nnn, followed to their aid. 5 ; : 


"Gt þ "EO ke M. Donnell and his 


| Fe now were, 1s ſituated about a 


mile from Turlou gh, where Fitægerald | 


reſided; the former party had not 


long been there, before the houſe | 


was ſurrounded by the adherents of 
the latter gent eman Mr. M. Don- 


nell, ſeeing the banditti approach, 785 
made his eſcape to Ballivary, a village 


contiguous. In the mean time, his 


friends, having exerted all means for 


| their ſelf-preſervation;” and after hav- 


no expended their little ammunition, | 


and money wounded fix. or ſeven of 
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the e 8 aſſiſtants, need 
themſelves r e 


4 "> 


The banditii now Foroed Abeir way 
into M. Donnell" 8 houſe, broke and 
deſtroyed every thing, and took away 
ſeveral ſtand of arms; not finding 
their prey, they, under the com- 
mand of Mr. Fitzgerald, broke into, 
and ſearched ſeveral houſes; at length, 
they came to the houſe where Mr. 
M Dennell and Mr. Gallagber, one of 
his friends, had taken refuge; and on 
finding the door was ſecured, they 
fired ſeveral balls through the win- 
"0 dows and doors, into the houſe. The 
number of men in arms is ſuppoſed 
to be, at leaſt one hundred At 


length, having forced into the houſe, 
7 they made Mr. MA *Donnell, Gallagher, 
and Hipſon priſoners; and Fulton, 


One 
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one of Mr. Fitzgerald's party, pro- 
duced a warrant, which he had 
Haft them. 


The unfortunate M*Donnell and the 
gentlemen begged of Mr. Fitzgerald 
to bring them before Sir Neal O. Don- 
nell, but in vain; they were tied, and 
dragged to Mr. Fitzgerald's own 
houſe, in Turlough, where they 
continued all night. Gallagher, one 
of the priſoners, fitting in a window, 
overheard Mr. Fitzgerald utter ſome 
very Er. Ang nn | 


T bey were, Sean 1 5 and fix 
o'clock in the evening, conducted to 
Mr. Fitzgerald's houſe, when an ex- 
preſs was immediately ſent off to the 
neareſt magiſtrate, with orders, that. 
if he ſhould decline coming to the 
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* of the priſoners, then to pro- 
ceed with all diligetice to another 
magiſtrate, about eighteen miles diſ- 
tant, who had granted two of the 
ſaid warrants: About one o'clock 
the next morning, the expreſs re- 
turned, with reaſonable excuſes from 
each of the ſaid magiſtrates, friends 
of Fitzgerald's, for not coming to 
Turlough. ' Early the fame morning, 
the conſtable, with eighteen or 
twenty aſſiſtants, ſet off with His 
three priſoners, in order to conduct 
them, as was alleged, 6 another 
1 about t ten n e 
Out ef reſet t to che! e oled n 
which Mr. M. Donnell bore as a ma- 
iſtrate, and on account of the wound 
he had received ſome time be bre, 
when Mr at * a party of Fitage 

8 alas 


n 
rard's men, out of an old houſe, in 
which they were concealed, he was 
permitted to ride his own horſe, and 
excellently well mounted he was ;— 
though at the ſame time, one of the 
ruttian's held the reins of his horſe's. 
| bridle.——Gallagher and Ein were 

tied e ; 


Os: los g W up 1 Fi 8 


rald's door, M. Dennell aſked him 


told by Mr. So t the con- 


ſtable had his 
act accordingly ; 0 now eee 
thoſe unfortunate men, to a ſcene the 
moſt ſhocking and villainous ever 
heard of in any country. When they 
got about three quarters of a mile 
from Turlough, a ſhot was fired 
| from the rear, which wounded one 
„„ of, 
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of the ruffians, on which there was a 
general cry of—a reſcue—a reſcue, 
and immediately ſeveral ſhots were 
fired at the priſoners; — Hięſon, who | 
was tied to Gallagber, was ſhot 
dead on the ſpot, and Gallagher re- 
ceived three balls through his right 
arm. Hipſon falling, pulled Gallagher 
into a ditch, where, although the 
_ cords were broke, he lay for ſome 
time. | M*Donnell, by the ſame vol - 
ley, had both his arms broke, and 
his horſe taking fright, made off, but 
received ſeveral ſhots from behind 
ditches and walls, and was at length 
\ evertaken by one of the banditti, 
(Andre Craig who - fired ſeveral 
flugs into his head, of Which he i im- 
mediately expired. They then re- 
turned to where Hipſon lay, and 
Sin Gallagher was not dead, and 
had 


— a 
a 4 


—Y 

7 

"5 F 
* ; 


( 153 ) 


had ſtole away, ado followed him, 
and found him hid under a buſh; 
ſome were for immediately putting 
him to death, but were over- ruled 
by others, who. brought him back to 
Mr. Fitzgerald's houſe, where he was 
kept priſoner, until the Rev. T, homas 
_ Elliſon went from Caſtlebar to de- 
mand him. In the mean time, Mr. 
Fitzgerald, when taken in his own 
houſe, was diſcovered by 5 Gallag- 
ber, in a cbeſt, covered with blankets, 
where this mighty hero had taken re- 
fuge, and would certainly have fallen 

a ſacrifice to the juſt fury of an en- 
raged people, had it not been for 
Lieutenant Daniel, and a party of the 
zd horſe, WhO took him under we: 
ee 15 
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1. is vnneceſſary to. add, that for 
this erime it was, that Mr. F itegerald 
was executed, together with Timothy 
Breeknock, and John Fulton, who 
| lad acted as his e Og 
out n e ue buſineſs. ö ITE 
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* i bog been wenkie chat Mr. 
Fitzgerald and his party were ac- 
quitted of the charge againſt them of 
alſaultin 8 Mr. M Donnell, for want 
of evilence, the following facts, which 
came but on the trial of the murders 
ers of that unfortunate gentleman, 
will l if ciently make good” the affer- 
tion, and ſerve to expoſe the miſera- 
ble triumph of his wretched adher- 
ents, who had the audacity to fet 
forth the trial of Mr. Fitzgerald, and 
his horrid crew, as an ill founded and 
malicious proſecution, ' 
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Andrew Craig, commonly called 
e Scotch Andrew, admitted an evidence 
for the crown, on the trial of Mr. 
Fitzgerald for the murder of Mr. 
M Donnell, depoſed, that the firſt at- 
tempt he knew of Mr. Fitzgerald 
upon M Donnell, was ſhortly” before 
the laſt aſſizes, on the day that 
M Donnell paſſed by the pound, and 
had a converſation with Mr. Fitzge- 
rald. Shortly after Mr. Fitzgerald 
deſired the witneſs to charge a muſket 

with ſlugs, for he, Mr. Fitzgerald, 
wanted it to ſhoot otters; the witneſs 
did ſo, and then went to ſhoot mag 
pyes. When he returned, he was 
_ aſked by Mr. Fitzgerald if M Don- 
nell had gone by He told Mr. Fi itz- 
gerald be believed not. The wit 

neſs then went into the ſcullery and 
dre the charge out of the muſket he 
„„ 0 had 


1 


had loaded for Mr. Fitzgerald, and 
put in a little turf, and chewed paper 
© Inſtead, of the balls. He went home 
to his own houſe in the evening, and 
found one of his children burnt. He 
returned to Mr. Fitzgerald's to get 
ſome white lead and oil, to put to 
bis child, and went to the hay - loft 
for that purpoſe. He heard the two 
M-Donnells ride by, talking of peace 
and quietneſs. He ſaw a man from 
the corner of the houſe ſhoot at 
M. Donnell; and he -ſaw that man 
return to Mr. Fitzgerald, and. heard 
Mr. F itzgerald ſay to him, . Good 
25 night, my faithful friend Foy.“ 

When the witneſs came from the 
ſtables, Mr. Fitzgerald aſked him 
what he had been doing? The wit- 
neſs faid, he had come leſt any thing 
was amiſs amongſt the horſes. Mr. 
| N itzgerald 
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= 


1 
F 9 aſked hint if he had heard 
a ſhot. The witneſs ſaid not. When 
he came the next morning to Tur- . 
lough, he. was aſked by Mr. Fitzge- 
rald if he had heard any news. The 
witneſs ſaid he had heard very bad 
news; that M-Donnell | was ſhot 
paſſing by the road three inches in 
his head. Mr. Fitzgerald ſaid, Damn 
the drunken ſcoundrel, he had been 
hurt by ſome of his own party. Mr. 
Fitzgerald wanted the witneſs to ſwear 
that M Donnell had fired the firſt 
ſhot. The witneſs refuſed it, ſaying 
No, let the man who fired: it ſwear. 
A ball happened to be found on the 
road, which was preſerved, and fome 
holes on the houſe ſhewn as marks of 
ſhooting. | The next attempt he knew 
upon M Donnell was: He and F ul- 
| ton were directed to go to Chancery 
: „„ 
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Hall. They went there nine or ten 
times, in order to ſhoot at M Donnell; 


one night that they went there, three 


of the windows were open, and Ful- 
ton dad, * Bad lack to you who left 


open, if you knew what 


e were about.” Another night 


Fulton ſeemed very dull; he ſaid his 
father had loft every thing by coming 
mto that country, 29d if he (Fulton) 
did not ſhoot M Donnell, Mr. Fitz- 
gerald would turn them off; but the 

witneſs would rather loſe every thing 


than ſhoot at a man. The witneſs 
told him there was a way to ſettle all 
that, which was to fire in at the win- 
dows when nobody was in the room, 
and it would be talked of as an at- 
tempt upon M Donnell. Fulton did 
ſo, and the witneſs rode off and told 
Mx. Fi itzgera d, that there was bad 
OED | | news 


L202 
news, that Fult on nad fired in o Mr 
M Ponnell's houſe, and the witneſs 


was afraid he was taken. Mr. Fitz- 


gerald ſeemed rather to bemoan the 
loſs of a gun and caſe of piſtols, that 
Fulton had with him, than Fulton's 
being taken. He knew hof another 
attempt on Mr. M Donnell. He 
(Fitzgerald) ordered him to go to 
Keelogues and 'Hoot M-<Donnell out 
of a brogue- maker's houſe. On anos 
ther occaſion,” he had directed Mullen; 
and Fulton, to ſhoot Mr. M Donnell. 
At one time when the witneſs object. 
ed to doing this kind of buſineſs, Mr. 
Fitzgerald ſaid, ſince he was ſo deli - 
cate, to ſend Murphy to him, that 
he might ſend him to Cupperary bouſe, 
where John Cbauner was to _ | 
| Kees M*Donnell. - e rad! 
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Never was there a more- memora- 
ble inſtance, perhaps, of an indivi- 
dual marring that happineſs, Which 
nature and fortune had intended him, 
than in the caſe of Mr. Fitzgerald, 
whoſe eſtate was reckoned a clear 
three thouſand pounds a year. Thoſe 
well acquainted with it, give out that 
his property was little, if at all, in- 
ferior to that of any gentleman i in his 
county. The effects of the family, 
too, muſt have been very conſidera- 
ble. When Mr. Fitzgerald's Lodge 
at Turlough was deſtroyed by the po- 
pulace, a number of valuables to the 
amount of 23, oo0l. was ſaid to have 
fallen a ſacrifice to the fury of an in- 
cenſed rabble. Ahe following was 
an inventory of the effects ſaid to 
have been —— an 35fil 
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9 „„ 5 4e A caſket 


N 3 
« A caſket containing a complete 
6 ſet of diamond veſt- buttons; a dia- 
% mond loop and button for the 
hat; a family picture, ſet round 
* with diamonds; two large eme- 
cc ralds; a hatband, ornamented with 
five or ſix rows of oriental pearls ;- 
* a large engraved amethyſt ; a gold 
e watch and chain, ſtudded with dia- 
&© monds ; ; ſeveral other gold watches 
* and ſeals; a great number of an- 
« tique and modern rings; a pair of 
gold ſhoe and knee- buckles; a ſil- 
« ver apparatus for ſhaving; ſeveral' 
< pair of filver ſhoe-buckles, and 
* other jewellery work, to the en 
=? of 603 30l. and upwards: alſo,” a By 
* number of notes of hand, wt | 
other aſſurances for money, pay- 
« able to him from ſundry perſons; 


to the amount of above 12, Oo0l. 
1 and 


and a promiſſory note of hand, 
% drawn by an Engliſh Baronet of 
* great landed eſtate, for pool. on: 
«which ſeveral years intereſt are due. 
He farther ſtates a lofs 1 in ſpecie; 
e various rich ſuits of embroidered 
clothes; curious fire-arms, and. 
0 books, to the amount N above 
* e more.” 
__ ee tranſactions aſcribed to 
Mr. Fitzgerald, in the review of 
which nature ſhndders, he is ſaid to 
have uſed a ſpecies of cunning ſo ex- 
tremely refined, as to have far excel- 
led every thing we meet with in the 
annals of barbarity, and to be infi- 
nitely more aſtoniſhing than the 
oruelty it has been uſed to hide. 
There is one inſtance in particular 
n. and we fear with too much 
n e truth, 
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truth, that exhibits at once the moſt 
ſavage mind, and the moſt artful. in- 
vention, that ever met together 1 in an 
individual, and ſhews him to have 
been an adept in murder, and in 
every poſſible means of keeping it 


from boon 8 pop pee 


Mr. Fitzgerald, it ſeems,” had 
formed, from what cauſe does not 
appear, nor is it, perhaps, at all 1 ne- 
ceſſary to the preſent purpoſe, t to have 
a man, that had become obnoxious to 

him, taten off as it was uſually. term- 
ed in the phraſeology of this MASTE 15 : 
PIECE in the art of aſſaſſination. 1 


| ruffian was preſently. procured, and 


the unhappy victim of his reſentment . 


| was deſtroyed. The wretch, a fit x 
inſtroment for the horrid deed, ex 
ccuted his commiſſion with a dead 
i neſs 


( 164 ) 
neſs and punctuality, that extorted 
the higheſt encomiums from Mr. 
Fitzgerald. But the wretch, alas! 
little thought, at the time, that he 


| himſelf was, in his turn, alſo to be 
zaken of EE 


From the very ſingular and pecu- 
Liar. ſituation of Mr. Fitzgerald, it was 
his misfortune to have a ruffian al- 
ways at hand, willing to do his buſi- 
neſs. Indeed few ever lived with 
him in a menial capacity that would 
ſtop at any thing ſhort of his worſt 
purpoſes, and the fellow above - men- 
5 tioned was one of his ſervants. Soon 
after the bloody event juſt related, 
Mr. Fitzgerald thought he had ſome 
reaſon. to be ſuſpicious of him, and 
5 growing more and more uneaſy, in. 
baving about bim. a Perſon who had 
85 Fs bis 
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his life, perhaps, in his hands, he re- 
ſolved to have him removed. The 
following ingenious mode was ac- 
cordingly mate uſe of on Fu occa- 
ſion. g 


A quarrel was immediately fo- 
mented between the murderer and a 
fellow ſervant, a poſtillion, in which 
Mr. Fitzgerald pretending to interfere, 
as it were inadvertently, propoſed, 
that they ſhould determine their dif- 
ference by a due]. To this they both _ 
objected; not chooſing to have recourſe _ 
to ſuch deſperate means; and prefer- 
ing to it a trial with their fiſts, Mr. 
Fitzgerald found it, therefore, ne- 
ceſſary to have ſome little alteration 
in his plan. He accordingly made 
the poſtillion his friend on the oc ca- 
ſion, and gave him to underſtand, 
| | that 
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that if he would conſent to a duel, 
he would take care, that his antago- 
niſt's piſtol ſhould not be charged 
with any thing that could poſſibly 
hurt him. To this he at length 
_— ted. DE. 


"Ip: now only remained to get the 
other into a proper humour for fight- 
ing, and having by plying him with 
liquor and money accompliſhed it, 
Mr. F itzgerald undertook to prepare 
their piſtols, which he did, by put- 
ting a ball into that” he gave the poſ- 
tillion, and charging the other piſtol 

\ with nothing but powder. The con- 
ſequence. was, that the poſtillion 
5 5409 and thot his eee dead my. 
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What a piece of villainy-is here for 

a contemplative, mind to ſpeculate up- 
on! Even thoſe who have moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their reſearches 
into the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, 
will view with aſtoniſhment ſuch new 
and fingular inſtances of the depravity 
of human nature. To procure a 
wretch to murder a fellow creature, 
not from intereſted motives, but a ſan- 
guinary diſpoſition ; and then, by an 
artful, device, to make another mur- 
der that very wretch, was a mixture 
of art, and cruelty, that none but A 
Fitzgeraldcould ever have adminiſtered. 
Nor is this all. After agreeing with 
the poſtillion, that his antagoniſt's 
Piſtol ſhould have nothing in it to do 
bim any hurt, not content with draw- 
ing the fellow into the commiſſion of 
murder, he is ſaid to have charged 
N e the 
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the two pi uh alike with ball, intending 
g thereby, that they ſhould have ſhot one 
another ; but the poſtillion perceiving 
it, is reported to have taken his maſter 
aſide, and to have inſiſted upon having 
Fair play. In conſequence of this, his 
antagoniſt s piſtol was charged in the 
manner n on. 


5, 


* 


Such a character os be feared by 
thoſe in his pay, but could be beloved 
by none. There can be no real attach- 
ment to vice. It is virtue alone that 
commands reſpect. The aſſaſſin may 
hire ſervices, but can never gein 


5 elteem, or affection. The verieſt 


wretch often abhors the deed he com 
mits, and ſeldom, or never, likes the 
man that ſets him on to do it. Hence, 
Mr. Fitzgerald, though ſurrounded by 
a ſet of miſerable beings, obedient to 
on ” his | 
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his will, had goo much ſenſe not to be 
in continual fear and apprehenfion. 
80 much was he deteſted, that upon 


meeting him accidentally i in the ſtreets 


of Dublin, after being releaſed from 


confinement upon a promile to Earl 


Temple, the then Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, that he would never fight an- 


other duel, his own father is ſaid to 
have fallen down on his knees, and to 


have called aloud upon G--d to curſe 


him ! 


The interference of Providence ſeems 
to have been ſingularly conſpicuous in 
preſerving Mr. Fitzgerald for a pub- 


lic example. Such a prodigious con- 


courſe of people, of both ſexes, and 


of every rank and deſcription, 
crowded to | Caſtlebar, in order to 
_— Mr, F itzgerald's trial, that the 


HH Judge, 


.... ͤ ͤ 


. 7 
„ 


1 


„ 
judge, and many in court around him, 
were very apprehenſive the court- 
houſe floor would yield to ſuch an un- 
common weight; and on the ſecond 
day an alarm actually aroſe, that the 


floor had given way, and was really 
falling, on which, a ſcene of greater 


confuſion and trepidation was perhaps 


never ſeen. All diſtinction of perſons 
immediately ceaſed, and every one was 
for taking care of himſelf. The 
ſtrongeſt got out the firſt, and the 
lame and the weak were left to ſhift 


for themſelves. At this period of 


uproar and apprehenſion, Mr. Fitzge- 
rald and the reſt of the priſoners 
were left wholly unguarded, and mi ight 
eaſily have made their eſcape from the 


court ; but having either loſt their re- 
collection with the reſt, or imagining 
that an ad was ſtill had to them, they 


con- 


| 


— 


CE an } 


continued on the ſpot they vere, until 
the court got the better of the alarm, 


and peace and order were again re- 


ſtored. 5 


Thus was Mr. Fitzgerald prevented, 
by another interpoſition of an all-rul- 
ing power, from eſcaping the puniſh- 
ment that awaited his crimes; and 
thus, indeed, we trace the divine 
interference in his caſe, from the 


earlieſt moment of his impriſonment, 


until the final cloſe of every terreſtrial 


hope! Firſt, in the preſervation. ob. 


the principal evidence; Andrew Craig, 
by whoſe teſtimony he was ſure of be- 
ing convicted. Secondly, by the mi- 
raculous preſervation of his life from 
the violent aſſault he received in pri- 
ſon.— Thirdly, the prevention of his 
| e from goal by means of a bribe. 

EMT. Tl 2 — ourthly, 


E 
—PFourthly, the defeat of his deſign of 
reſcuing the before- mentioned Craig, 
in caſe of his being conveyed from one 
priſon to another.---Fifthly, the ſe- 
curity of his perſon upon the alarm of 
the floor giving way at his trial. - And 
laſtly, the cutting him off from all 
opportunity of putting violent hands 
on himſelf, by the ſhortneſs of time 
between his having ſentence paſſed on 
kim, and his being executed. 


Never was the hand of God more 
conſpicuouſly obſervable than through- 
out the whole of this buſineſs. The 

finger of Providence ſeems- to have 
| ſerved as an index, as it were, in every 
Rage of it, from the firſt line of the 
prologue, to the very end of the tra- 
gedy itſelf; from the fad cataſtrophe 
9 which, a ſtriking leſſon is ſurely 


* 


= w 1 fur- 
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furniſhed to all parents and their chil- 
dren, that ought to teach them the 
neceſſity, not to ſay happineſs, of a 
mutual exchange of parental regard, 
and filial duty, the want of which em- 
bittered the days of the father and ſon, 
and probably brought them 53h to an 
untimely end; for had this been at- 
tended to in the preſent caſc, as it 
were to 'be wiſhed it had been, and A 
good underſtanding ſubliſted between 
| Mr. F itzgerald and his father, the 
latter might poſſibly have ſtill been 
alive, and the former would, perhaps, 
have long remained the comfort of an 
aged parent, and the honor, not the 
diſgrace, of ſociety. 


A whar has been ſaid in the 
courſe of the preceding ſheets, the 
reader will, no doubt, be ſomewhat 


„ : ſur- 


( 1 


ſurpriſed, that any Heveration ſhould 
have been made, eitherby Mr. Fs Hagerald 
himſelf, orhisaccomplice Brechnock, of 
their innocence, and yet the following 
declarations have been aſcribed to them, 
and publiſhed ſince their deaths by 
their friends. That made by Brecknock | 
Is faid to have been written by his 
own hand, When he was F e in 
faſt bete 15 Was carried out t to — 4 
cution; and the other is reported to 
have been made by Mr. F itzgerald, 
after ſentence had been paſſed on him, 

and alittle before he received the ſadfa- 
ment, and alſo to have been atteſted 
by the clergyman who adminiſtered 
that ainende to chem. 


MT i tullowing: are the t two o declare 
tions animadverted on. 2 


2 june 


| June 12, 1786. 
I now declare, in the preſence 
of the Rev. Mr. John Benton, in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, whom I am 
now going to meet, and through 
whoſe mercy and merits I look for a 
bleſſed reſurrection, that I am as in- 
nocent of the crime of which I have 

been found guilty by the verdict of 
a jury of this country, and not of my 
own, as the child that is unborn. 
So help me Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. | 
BS IMOTHY Y BRECRNOCK. - 


p. 8 . And 1 as Ari declare, 
that if my dying friend is guilty of 
the charge of which he was 1 | 
ed, it was entirely unknown to me.” 


=. Fitzgerald, . his con- 
vidtion, moſt ſolemnly declared his 
H4 : innocence; 


(396 ) 

innocence ; and when, by every ar- 
gument, I had induced him to con- 
feſs the crime of which he was found 
. guilty, he preſſed my hand and ſaid 
Benton, I am innocent of the 
crime laid to my charge; if there 18 
a God in Heaven, when I receive the 
ſacrament at your hands, I will de- 
clare the ſame, and with my lateſt 
breath.” This declaration is atteſted 
by Mr. Benton. 


a 


3 


It does not appear, however, that 
Mr. Fitzgerald made any formal and 
ſolemn declaration after receiving the 
facrament ; but without conſidering 
whether he did or did not, or what 
might Have been his motive for not 
doing it, there is no doubt of the 
declarations here given being each 
of them either a groſs impoſition on 
CHE DON EEE ig de 


( 17.) 


the public, or a freſh and lamentable 
inſtance of the hardineſs of ſome 
criminals, in departing from this life 
with proteſtations, which no one 
can poſſibly be brought to believe. 


Bauppoſing, for a moment, that 

Brecknock actually did make the decla- 
ration imputed to him; could he, for 

inſtance, have been as innocent of 
the crime, of which he had been found 
guilty, as the child that was unborn?” 
Had he then no concern, either dire&ly 
or indirectly, in the death of Mr: 
M*Donnell or Mr. Hipſon? ? It is more 
than probable, that had Brechnock 
made any aſſeveration at all, it would 

have been a more guarded one, and 
What might have reaſonably been ex- 


| I pected from a man of his je/irrtrcal turn, 


| and fuch as would have been ſuitable 


3 1 YO 
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to his character as a caſuift.” But thus 
it frequently happens, that the over 

ſanguine zeal of a raſh-and imprudent 
friend often fixes on us a much 
greater ſhare of ſuſpicion than _y 
labour to remove. 


* 
oa 7-4 
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"aps em. too, by whom theſe 
PRO ante have been handed to 
the pi e ſeem to think, that 
from Mr. F itzgerald, in particu- 
lar, to . in need of ſomething to 
back it. They have accordingly, and 
with no ſmall degree of induſtry, pro- 
pagated, that Fulton, who was exe- 
cuted with Mr. Fitzgerald and Breck- 
ek, being aſked by the clergyman 
at the place of execution, and preſſed. 
to it every argument he could uſe, to 
bel, Whether Mr. F itzgerald, bad. 
giuen bim any. orders relative to the 


40 murder of Mr.  M*Donnell ?” he 
declared 


( 179 ) 


declared with his dying breath, « that 

Mr. Fitzgerald never gave him any 
A ſuch orders.” In like manner, it 
is ſaid, that one Dorren, one of Mr. 
Fitzgerald's aſſociates, and ſet at large 
after his trial, being aſked, if his 
maſter gave him any orders on the 8 
day the murders were committed, an- : 
ſwered, that he had received no 
. Private orders,” e 


ti is toaly novidiey to obſerve, that 
bothrheſe facts may be admitted, with- 
out removing any part of the guilt fixed 


on Mr. Fitzgerald; becauſe, admit- 


ting, for a moment, that he neither 
gave either of thoſe men any particu- 


lar orders as to Mr. M*Donnell, and 
his two friends, it does not follow, 


that he did not give the neceſſary ot- 
ders to others, and which, indeed, 


H 6 RE. © | 
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was the fact. Not that it deſerves 
any ſerious conſideration, for there 
could be no great wonder at a lie from 
ſuch a man as Dorren z and if there 
-are thoſe who will fay that they were 
Privately told things by Fulton at the 
place of execution, it does not ſeem 
very wy to _— it, becauſe the 

man is dead; there is nothing to 

refute it, but the contradiction that 
the abſurdity upon the very face of It 


5 immediately gives to the aſſertions, 


and which, if true, in fact, amount 
to nothing at all in favour of the pre- 
tended innocence of Mr. Fitzgerald, 
or nie II Brecknock. : 

N. Fitzgerald $ 50 was hand, 
heat after his execution, to 
his 5 houſe at 'Furlough, and was in- 
9 A kl terred 


T IF 


terredthenext morning in the church- | 
you of that oe 


Ved e him previous to 
his being interred, his friends were 
aſtoniſhed. His body was ſo ſcarred 
over, it was hardly poſſible to diſco- 
ver a free place about him. His corpſe 
preſented, in ſhort, a very ſpectacle 
A large hole, where a ball had enter- 
; ed, was found in the hip; and ano- 
| ther i in the ſmall of one of his legs. 
His head had been trepanned, and 
his right fide was ſo perforated, that 
there was hardly a ſpot to be ſeen, 
that did not Wr to have oo e 
ed with a word. 


Mr. F itz gerald 8 conduct, the laſt 
time he was in London, was ſo ex- 
tremely irregular and reprehenſible, 
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as to render him obnoxious to all his 
friends. The unhappy young man, 
as may naturally be ſuppoſed, did not 
want for. ſenſe to diſcern it; and, in 
conſequence thereof, grew moroſe and 
inſulting. | The frowns of the world 
do not operate alike on all men. 
Some ſhrink from the diſgraces they 
bring upon themſelves, and retire to 
hide their ſhame; while others be- 
come even bold and audacious in pro- 
portion as, they find themſelves con- 

temned, and are apt to brave it out 
with a degree of effrontery that turns 

our pity and concern into hate and 
averſion. Of the latter ſort was Mr. 
= itzgerald. Unabaſhed by the very fre- 
quent marks of diſapprobation his be- 


bhbaviour was generally meeting with 


from his friends, he ſtill kept in the 
habit of reſorting, as uſual, to the ſeve- 
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ral faſhionable clubs at the Weſt-end 
of the town, and into which he had 
been admitted before his character 
was ſo much unfolded as to ſhew the 
whole of the man. He grew at laſt, 
however, an utter ſtranger to that po- 
liteneſs which he had fo often uſed. 
as a paſſport into people's good graces, 
and became at length ſo rude and 
inſolent, as to be involved thereby 
almoſt every night i in ſome N or 


other. . 


7 'To 2 rid | of ſo a 0 a 
member, became, at laſt, the ear- 
neſt defire of every one, though no 
one choſe to make himſelf particular 
on the occaſion. An event, however, 
| happened ſoon after, that ended in a 
| complete gratification of their Wiſhes. 


— 
5 1. 


Mr. 


0 


Mr. Fitzgerald, it ſeems, was with 
a number of gentlemen of faſhion at 
the Star and Garter in Pall Mall. 
There had been pretty deep play the 
whole evening; and, in the courſe 
of it, Mr. Fitzgerald had experienced 
all thoſe viciſſitudes of fortune to 
which gameſters are ſo liable. A run 
of bad luck, however, at length pur- 
ſued him; and, having loſt all his 
money, he became ſo very quarrel- 
ſome, that the company agreed, one 
and all, to turn him out of the room, 
which they immediately did, having 
firſt broke their glaſſes, and every de- 
canter on the ſideboard, over his 
head, 3 N 


80 es” a mark of ect 
tion and contempt, and which, no 
doubt, was pretty generally blazoned 

"oo abroad, 


„ 


abroad, put Mr. Fitzgerald quite at 
a ſtand. There was no one, in par- 
ticular, that he could call to an ac- 
count; and it was too much for him 
to think of fighting the whole com- 
pany. Under this difficulty, there- 
fore, and the load of ſhame he 
felt on the occafion, he reſolved to 
quit the kingdom, which he accord- 
ingly did, having firſt written a moſt 
angry and abuſive epiſtle to the club 
that had expelled him in ſo ſummary a 
way. The members allowed it to 
be read, and afterwards committed it 
to the fire, with as little ceremony as 
they had uſed in turning the author of 
it out of their company. ED. 


We e cloſe thefe anecdotes, 
without giving one of ſo wild and ex- 
weary anature, as to make it ap- 


% . 9 
' 89 5 
* E 


pear, ns. to ak * 3 
on that account for the laſt. But this 
is not the caſe. It muſt, indeed, have 
| been perceived before this time, that 
no attention has been paid by us, 
: either to the date or nature of the 
anecdotes for a priority of rank. All 
x, chronological order and. diſtinction 
| have been ſacrificed for the purpoſe of 


trait and it is to that 
oh ia | curious memoir may 
_ owe. its appearance at "yy pg: A ae 
en | 


1 . — was not very | 
| much characteriſed for gallantry, hav- 
ing a point to ſettle with a gentle- 


man reſpecting a lady, wrote to him 
| demanding an interview on the ſub- | 


TN Jed, and received for anſwer, that 


8 would. be glad. to ſee Bm early 
the 


4 


T1 1 


the next morning, and would wait 
at home for him in expectation of 
ſeeing him. Mr. F itzgerald accord- 


ingly ſet out the next morning to viſit 


bim at a little after ſeven o'clock, be- 
ing determined to find him at-home. 
Hewas ſurpriſed, however, to perceive 
the gentleman coming along the wall 
that ſeparates the Green Park from 
Piccadilly. The latter, who alſo ſaw 


> F . was, not Ae 8 


Peg 


way 5 — — or in in jutiication of | 
his conduct; but before he could 
utter a ſingle word, Mr. Fitzgerald 
took a piſtol out of his pocket (for he 
never went without a brace of them), 


and ſhot off the. bag the gentleman 
wore to his hair, and in order to ef- 


ect which, he clapped the muzzle 


( WJ 


of the piſtol cloſe to it. This was 
done ſo ſuddenly, and of courſe ſo 


| unexpectedly, that the gentleman had 


no opportunity of preventing it; and 


before he could well recover his ſur- 
prife, Mr. Fitzgerald had left him, 


telling 8 him, that he never - fiffered any 


man to break an app ointment he bad 
made with him, „ 


"7 ; be & 


RY tee W cler 
Fiel. repaited immediately ta 
PLS for advice on the occaſion, | 
which being ſulpected by Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, he haſtened to his houſe with 


al poffible expedition; and found 
means te get admittance to the lady, 


whom, partly through intreaty, and 


partly through force, he carried off, 


| before his rival could poſlibly. have 


the mamas ad of the matter. 
The 


( 29 


The crimes of Mr. Fitzgerald com- 

prehended more miſchiefs than what 
concerned himſelf, or his aſſaſſins. 
Being poſſeſſed of an eligible. eſtate 
of about fix thouſand acres, moſtly, 
incloſed with double ſtone walls, he 
invited about three hundred ſettlers : 
from the north, to come and form 
villages on it, which, on due encou- 
ragement, the poor people complied 
with. It was from amongſt theſe 
emigrants, Mr. Fitzgerald picked 
out his inſtruments of revenge, and 
miniſters of murder; and the whole 
colony ſoon became accordingly ob- 


jects of general vengeance; for, on 


the maſſacre of Mr. M*Donnel, and 
his friends, the whole body of the 
country came down, and not only 
; deſtroyed and pillaged the houſe and 
property of Mr. Fitzgerald; but with 
the ſame ſpirit of reſentment, pur- 
diet — 


(wm) 


fied: this infant colony, \phanilcted 
the people of all they poſſeſſed, de- 


* ſtroyed t their habitations, and drove 


the unfortunate wretches about the 
country, where, from the odium of 
their connexion, they were treated 
like enemies, and many a woman 
and child were left to experience all 
the direful horrors of e 
and want! 1 * 55 


There is, at this time, but one Poor 
village left on the whole eſtate of the 
late Mr. Fitzgerald, though the land 
s reckoned tobe the beſt in the whole 
county of Mayo. In ſuch deteſtation 
was he held, that, as no perſon could 

rely on his word, he Was, at length, | 
ſhunned as an evil. Even the acquaint- 
ances of Mrs. Fitzgerald, though 
A oy whoſe own Canis and re- 


F Tpetability 


2 . 


| ſpectability of family and character, had 


commanded every eſteem, avoided her 
company the moment ſhe viſited her 
| huſband in priſon. If an additional 


horror could be added to Mr. Fitzge- 
rald's own feelings, it muſt be the ex- 
cruciating ſenſation, that after murder- 


ing the objects of his reſentment, he 
ſhould have brought ſuch a number 


of his friends into his own Win, 8 


| fituation ! 2 


So forcible however has been the, 
impreſſion of Mr. Fitzgerald's execu- 


tion, eſpecially in the adjoining town 
of Tuam, that paſſengers may now paſs 
free, have neither their carriages cut, 
nor their perſons endangered, which 
before was very frequently done. 1 


"i the 8 Wh 0 the re- 
| mains of the unhappy Fitzgerald are 
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depoſited, is the following account of 


his family, engraven on the tomb- 
ſtone. of his grandfather, and which 


was tranſcribed by a gentleman preſent 


at the interment of his unfortunate 
| deſcendant : — 


EN Hur 2 I irtus. 


e lieth the body of ThomasFitz- 
gerald, of Turlough, Eſq. who ended 
a life of as few failings and as many 


; virtues, as ever fell to the ſhare of 


one man, the I5th of May, 1747, in 


the 8th year of his age; he was ſon 
and heir to John Fitzgerald, of Gur- 
teens, in the county of Waterford, 
1 whoſe anceſtors, and he, enjoyed * 
4 reat eſtate there, as well as in the 

| county of Kilkenny, from the land- 
ing of Strongbow, i in thereign of * 
wg "_ IId. Anno . roy, h 


5 


(8 


| the time 70 eee to Mo- 
| hena,,—He firſt married Elizabeth Fer- 
rens, mother of Ralph. Tenniſon, ma= 
ſter of the buck-hounds to his Ma- 
jeſty George the IId.; he afterwards 
married Henrietta Browne, daughter 
to In. Browne of the Neale, Eſq. 
by whom he had Elizabeth, John, 
George, N icholas, Julia, Henry, Mary, 
Qecilia, Edward, and Michael, of which : 
5 only were married George, to the 
| Right Hon. Lady Mary Hervey, ſiſter 
to the Right Hon. the Earl of Briſtol; 
Mary to; the Marquis of Arezzo, Go- 
vernor of e Nicholas #0 HOT RE 
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* "of "the bitte of Mr. Fitzgerald. 
= Would they co ould have been aids to 
appear leſs deformed and cual!” or! 
to have baſked i in the ſunſhine of good 
Fortune, his life might have been one | 
continued ſummer. A bad heart and 

a falſe ſenſe of honour, however, mi- 
ſerably marred all the bleſſings he 

D ight” have enjoyed, and made him 
live the fad 2 f of whi at he law ol 
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B et e e cannot banks i hof the 

= conduct, let us draw the veil of obli- 

"pion. over the man, : ue Hope, mt en 

1 ora crime, however: crimfoned | 

5 7 have. been by che blood of 

low creatures, have been entirely) 

So ED done away; i in the ſacrifice he has an 
1 to the laws of his country. 


3 
* n 4 


3 Ho i 93 1 Wa CENT N «#1 nn LES 95 all cue i 1 


: 7; . 
wi 8 2 ; 4 : — 8, - \ 


. 


> > i 
% 2 5 5 75 
* any 
. y% ah 
. 
x 


„ 
\ 


2109 10 101 53 — 5410 -þ — 10 ZY — 


* 4 4. 412 4.0 A. * 
: 1 ' . N 8 K 2 2 ? a7" 7 
8  "O18719 290984 =: 12850 
E FN . x n 3 2 l 
e nennt A 95 
* we = 
N D E X. 
4 — N Mak | p - - ' 5 E. « 1 7 . * — 5 N * 
e mort un no 505 35 gti Fe 
? ; 8 49 1 2114 427 . C3" * « — 1 2 > . F. > . * | 
2 137 «4 „ 141 40 RY I 4 g J 1 N 


# : 2 
24 8 N 4 ll + 4 
- 


„% ð OY 3 
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wo 199 Pe. crime 0 which he ſuf- ; 
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Bu el wich Liewtenank, T hy m 8 . ba _ 
Has his head trepanned in conſequence thereof 4 


His fight from Paris, upon dein detected 
| loading dice — . : "64 


12 4) 1 * 


His extraordinary mode of e e | v8, 5 


Fracas, at Vauxhall, gardens, and quarrel with 

© the Rey. Mr. Bate, i in conſequence. thereof 46 
Duel with Thomas Walker, Efq. 855 56 
KNencontrꝭ with Mr. Scawen 2 | 61 

| Diſputes with his Father, — ; 
| Takes a debt of his for 8oool. upon himſelf 69 


Obtains 


„„ 1 4 * 
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| Obtains the Lord Chancellor's order for poſ- 
LT ſeſſing himſelf of his Father's eftate 73 
| EE Stands a candidate for repreſenting ! * ener, | 
eee in tene — „ 2B 
p 15 tried for ſhooting at the Hon. Mr. Brown 75 
Takes poſſeſſion, vi et armis, of his Father's 
IS eſtate — 80 
2 RY Is indicted by his Father "My a riot, &, | — 
_- 5 apes out of cuſtod 0 | 
|  _ Seizebhis — 
|]. epprehended for it᷑̃ e 83 
wii anrermiief r the bete 85 
FPotiißes his hö. R288 
| a IN 1s attacked by the militaiy, Under the c 
mand of Czar French, 3 PS. 
Tl: Is Yefeated, and ebmpelled to give Up Bis 1 8 
2 of | Ser Sonne (it CELLS Flor 94 
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